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ither the technicial journals have not heen up to snuflf in their
humor lately or I have not devoted enoush tine to Ny reading because T
Tound nysell hard pressed for a suitable iten Tor our cultumal corner,
Of course thePe vas one one little jewel, a real cultural milestone
but the Fostal departiient would never have anpproved so T reluctontly
dronned the itenyy, a tidhit in the AlA journal on fracture of the
corpus cavernosum. I have heard Jjokes about fracturing it and heard
suys say they thought they had, but never really thot it possible, hrm
e live and learn. Since the language tho medical was frank I must
forbear, in its place I offer a nale substitute from the same distin-
cuished journal,

A Deductible Item?

While roviewing nospital »ills for medical service required hH--
some of our patients recently, I care across this interesting charse:
Call Charges ~ (2 girls) & 10,00
- Col. Jolm II. Xuitert,
I'ort Lewis, Vashin~ton.
Mrom the Journdal of the Amcrican liedical Association, Julw 29, 19061
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/ell, here we no frontically typing the last couple of stencils
of another Lurking Shadow under the very real and threateningly irmi
nent shadow of the deadline. It is now October 20th and verv little
time rerains to finish up and get this into the mail so that it will
reach Les helore the Sth. I started ok on it alrost irmediately after
I returncd £rom the seacon, writing ny con renort wvhile it was fresh in
mind. Then a really nasty session with flu hit us and work care to o
screcehing halt, llother really had it rmeh worse than I but bHoth of
us vere miserable Tor a while and I Jjust didn't have thie nen and cour-
age to work on Shadow.

This is rather an ovorveisht igsue of shadow, I a: 20t litel™ t o
do it arain Tor sore tine dut I was so wound up and clatsd Trom attende
ing ny first con that I st had to write it up a bit so I wouldn't
loose the nemories vwhen they began to fade asg they inevitablw do. T
wrote it reall~ for re not for anvone clse and it ma~r suffer from this,
I just decided ag long as I was coing to write it T nisht as well do it
on stencil rather than just paver and share it with ou folks Tor what
it may or ma7T not hHe worth, It was strictly cormosed on stencil as a

(Continued on pageifg)




Dy the time the Sea-Tac International Airport glid into view ny
cacernéss and nervousness were playing llexican stand-off, It coul ntt
be too rueh farther. Sure enou~h, uvhen I looked ahead beyond the air-
port I could see the sign, Iyvatt Mouse. I turned ofl highway 00 and
cased the Rambler into a parking nlace in front of the hotel. T took
v bass and a7 camera with me, the other junk could come later.

Mhile waiting at the desk to resisteor in I ¢lanced around anxiously,
any fans »nresent? Th-ore was a “raeup of nconle sitbing nbout talking
HSut wvhether fans or not I conldn't tell, After all, I could count on
the Tinrers of one hand the number of Ten who had come thru Denve:r
and visited the G35, one of these, orrie would be here surely. I
scanned the faces of all »ut one tall chap with his bacl: to me »ut of
course they were unfailiar. I hadu't even scen photos of any of then,
is I turned baclr to the desl: o sli~htly familiar voice romarked in
Triendly tones 'IIi there Denver, you're a long way rroil hovie.” The
~entlenan with his back turned had swvung around and thrust ou.. his
hand, it was Jorry,

Tt wos a hapny coinccdence that of the two fans at the Seacon who
I had wet one was sitting there at the time I entered. Ackerman intro-
cuced the other fans and we talzed Tor a nouient or two, then the desk
clerl roturncd ond I recistered and went u» to loolr at my room. for
the benelit of those unfortunates who weren't there a word of descrin-
tion. The hotel is a larse hollow square, lobbyw, shons, dining roomns,
bar, coiffcc shion cte across the front, living quartcrs - tuo storics -
Torming the other three sides. The center is talen up Dy a lar-e
quadrancle, srecnn lavm,patio, Haths and beautiiul nool in the centor,
Around the pool are scattered tables and chairs for the convoniciuce of
sviimers, sun vorshinppers and groups of visiting fans. The more
Jesirable rooils face onto the quadransle with a view of the »Hool, other
rtise the view was not too :wmch utnless vou had a »nassion for wavching
traffic whizzing along 99 or wratching the constant nrocession of mlanes
corting and coing at the airmort adont a quobter of a :1lle away. T had
not sent in iy rescrvations too earlwv, dut I had a very nice roon
overloolking that center of fennish activity, the cuad and the mool.
In fact I was ri-ht above the Fli~ht Lounge whore the fan art show was
auartered, The hotel is new and beautiiful and the room luxurious with
radio, re:0te control tv, a bDalecony wncre I could sit in the sun and
wateh poolside activity ~ evor thing .y hoart desired. Actually I did
little balcony sitting as I was usually vhere the activity was taliing
place, not sitting watching. JAcbually I did enjoy watching fans
roving about the fuad or swimning in the luninescent blue water ol the
pool as I was cenroute to bed cach rorning sometime b etween 2 and 5
depending on the day. Theoretically the ool closed at nidaight Hut
theory docs mnot alwrays colincide with fact,

After honsing up a few clothes, washing un and taliing stoclz of v
quarters I went Daclt dovmstairs, thru the quad and into the loH»y to
join the rab session thoere. Of coursc I had Torcotten the names of the
neconle forry had introduced - I used to have a good nenory but I Tuess
IW getting ola and hell, T was excited. eal live fans in quantitw,
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T talied with Forry and the rost of them Tor a fou ninvtes, for the life
of we I can't ronefhor just 110 else was in the group at that tine.

Put it dewn to buck fover, I “ust wasn't tesponsible. Then I neticed
that they were ro:istering so I went over and ot in line., Vith the
program book, b anquet ticket and other odds and onds in hand I mew

I was really at the con and wouldn't wake up 2t er a vhile, T he

hane tags were a great hHig step in tho richt direction and from then on
I was ruuning about scrutinizing nane ta_s and shalring hands,

Jor the rest of that iicrorable iriday afternoon (the con actually
started Saturday) I had a great tine eeting and talliing vith fans
individually and in srouns., At First I felt vory strange and self-
concious but as I sot to know these pcople, any of whor1 I'd knovm for
years I felt rwch better, It ig a very ne cculiar feeling to 7o to a
convention fecling that many of the fans there are very old and very
cood friends and stand thore looling xromd at a roup of total stran--
crs and only one person there Tou hove ever laid e-es on. Ilowever
fans are wari, Criendly and inforral neonlec and alter 2 while the Tcel-
ing of strain ond stranceness b egan to Pade,

By the tine it was cotiing nretty dork out and I was berinning vo
tainlt seriously of dinner I ~lanced out and saw a sroun of nasscnrers
Jjust coming in from the airport dus. The hotel has a camnle of little
Vollzswa_ on busses for shuttle se-vice and a fanmiliar ficure was geotting
out of the DUS . It was S1lis Mills, T Iniew he vas comj_ng aad had been
vatening Jor him, e net Den Jason on the way across the lobby and an
Interesting dialogue ensued, It scens Den had written Zllis some time
before the con and asked il e wanted to buddy on a roori, Zllis was
plamning on doing so but didnt answer Ben's letter. .Then he was in
Denver bricfly I aslzed about teaning up aud he said he was dlreadvy set
up ¢ith Den. 3en wrote asain and again Lllis procrastinated and never
¢id get arcund to answering so Ben teamed up with soieone else and ol
=11lis had no rescrvation, Ile sugrested we teamr and get a double., T
was_very confortabls established in iy room and liked it, I didntt
really want to chanze but 211is is a buddyr so I said sure aond we went
over to the desk, ilo dice, no doubles lert, e checked to see if we

could zet another "ed »ut into ny dizsings but thev had no spares so
Lllis got a single which he could have only that one nirht as it was
rescrved on Saturday. Je washed u- and went into the coffee shop Tlor
Ginner, :

During this pre~con 1elee T succeeded in meeting ~uite a Tew of
the fan friends I was especially desirous of nceting in pcrson, DBob
Pavlat, Buz and Zlinor Busby -« I didu't rccognize Buz since the onl~r
pilcture I had sceen of him e was hiding b ehind some very artistic
face-Toliage vhich he had since shaved off., Aftor taking on nourighe
ment we wondered over to the iTeff roon to get a gander at the redoubd t-
able and YUF/AS ramous G.IT.Carr. That i1s, I wanted %o sce her, TJ1lis
had had this nleasure previously. (Gem was a surprise and I can onlsr
ccho tho sentinents of othors, that she is very nleasant face to face
but hell on vihcels in nrint., Sort of a faunish scinizophrenic, t he
nleasant personclity is unncoriost when talking to you in nerson hHut

vhen she cets ot 2 typewriter the other GiC covies unneriost,

=51lis nlayed soule dress in the nelf roomr and then got cmbroiled
in a gaie of int cerplanetary., All the places were taken and besides,
I didat't want to smend precious tire plaving sanes, I can do that at
hoiie so I set out to sec what olse offered, All con reports seem to
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ensued.It

. run on at length about roon parties and while manv of the fans had not
' wet arrived I knew there verc a 1ot of then around and surely some
cay cctivity was alfoot if T could bHut find it, This was the rub, it is
casv to mrovl the halls and hearing fannish voices raised in song or
diseussion deduce that a faanish party is in progress. ven Dr. _
Jatson could discover this without the aid of his celebrated friend
1r, Sherlock Ilolies - may Great Ghu cherish and protecet them b oth -
the sticliy part of the »nroposition is how to ret invited in. T may be
. no trufan but I shrink from brazenly lmocliing, gticking ry head in
- the door ond inauiring if Tthe party is nrivat e or can anyone enter.
T just can't do 1t so the problen was to cet invited to a gathering in
sore 1ot too obvious anncr. milst nrewling the aquad wrest 1linn with
: he problen of how to set invited to some soiree the nroblem solved
itself with neatiuess and dispatch.

Auoncst the annroaching combat troops I recognizcd Rich Drowm,
5 puce Polz aud Ted Johnstoue, who said come on alons and join the fun,
an invitation that nceded no repition. I asked Rich where we were
neaded but he dida't lmow. The llobbit (Jolmstone) was carrcying his
ruitar so in a flash of brilliant insizght I deduced that a session of
fammish £ilt singing such as I have oftea read about was about to take
- nlace and this is a phenormena I vished to ohserve., I havent the least
1dea whose roori ve were in but it was on the second Tloor (first t o
the DBritish continent who refer to the first as sround floor) The
roor1 faced on the quad and was on the side opposite 1y O A con-
siderable crow asseribled, I don't even besin to rorlerbor wino was there
Yeside the Ffan IIillton gang and Rich Brown and Karen Anderson. The
hat was passed and a couple scouts went in cucst of bheer to noisten
. the tiroats of t he congresation, I drink aliost anvthing b ut beer
but six-bits for tonsil lubricant was a mirhty choap »rice for taking
part in wvhat followcd. Of course nohodr would have said anvthing if
. T hadn't chipped in but I would not have b cen confortable, I hadn't
core Tor o drink, I could have cotten that in ny room or at the » ar,

Dvervyone squatted about, on beds, chairs and nainly the floor,
Unore ever they could Tfind a bare spot and Ted strurmed his guitar and
sang. In a ninute evervone in the nlace (except me) was sincing with
faunish abandon., I resisted the urge as 1 did not want to » realr up
the narty and ny attermts at singing can b est be described as cat -
astrophi¢. Presently the scouts returned with a couple cases of boer
and a counle bottles of nixer for the non drinkers in the crowd, vhich
reninds e of soneone else wip I think was prescat, the Squirrel (Don
211ik). Presentlw Ted Johnstone shoved his ruitar under something and
departed with the statement that he vould be back in a few moments.

e wmst hove beon waylaid as he never did get back. e 2ll sat around
crotching Tor laclh of a cuitarist and then the door flew open and with
cuitar in hand Sandy Cutrell strode in, beard and 211, The welconing
omout st have been heard in the lobby. The party was really swing-
ine and although the roons are practically sound»roof forty fans or
thereabout, all sincing at the tép of their voices malkes a consider-
able volurie, As it srew lat er, or to b e more precise earlier I kent
vondering at the absencc of the house dotective.

?inally, at a quarter of two the 1manazer st uck his head in the
coor ond very apolonetically explaincd that they had tried to billet
21l fans across the quad but there were bLoo manT of us. This side was
largely occunied b v airline emplovces, nilots and stewardesses who
neceded their sleep, would we nind noving across the ~uad and then we

. could sing to our hearts content. I dammed near dronped ny teeth.

5

-




I don't know vhether 211 fan conventions have been as luckv about set-
ting tolerant hotel managers or not but I was flabbergasted. Karen
Anderson volunteered the use of their room and there was a gathering
up of beer cartons and puitars and a cross-quad nigration b egan, I
decided that this was an excellent time Tor me to fade Trom the scene
to ny luxurious digrins and woo llorpheus for a few hours. According

to fannish reckkonning the night was yet young, but I'm not and there
Viere more exciting nights ahead so I auletly left the gathering - which
incidentally I had enjoyed tremendously -~ and about 2 Al[ sourht the
confort of ny bed., I probably rolled over a few times and thoursht
about all t he nevw experiences, but I have no recollection of doing so,

The gentle ringing of the telephone alongside the bed b rousht
a return to consciousness and a Glance towvard the poolside wall © old
the sbory of a new day althouch t he heavy drapes kept the room darl:.
The caller was Zllisg enquireing as to my intentions re breakfast., A
showver and brigk toweling put me in the rood for nourichment so we
grluwiphed to the coffec shop to do battle with such it ens as ham and
egss, fried potatoes, hotcaltes etc. The inner wen satisfied at lensth
e wandered out to poolside to soelt excitement, As the official
opening was not till noon t here was time for meeting fans and I begsan
sceking some of the con attendees who I had long known and wished to
rncet in porson, Ariong these neople who I particularly desired t o neet
vere Bill Zvans, Phyllis Zconomou, Diclt -ney - vhy %0 on I can't put
them all dovm Tor lack of space but you set the idea. Sore were there
and some not but those I ret fully confirmed ny beliel of longz standing
that fons in general are wonderful, wonderful people., Tt ig fumny how
vou will sometimes form a mental picture of someone after long asso-
ciation and sometimes be accurate and apgain miles frorm t he truth, I
had no vivid picture of Bill Evans so I was not surprised cither way
on meeting him but frorm herp vritings I had built up_a nental image of
Phyllis conomou and when I saw a very attractive slender youns woran
valliing in the quad I thought she lool-ed li'-e what I thousht Phrllis
ousnt to look like, T Tollowed, sizins hoer up and a little hesitant
to confront her, I was probably wrong., The cirl in cuestion was
slender and graceful, good Tipurc, nicely dresscd, had reddish hair
very attractivelwr done up, had a soft mmusical voice and looked a very
pleasant and culfured voung lady. [Finallv I took a decen breat h and
approached, one eye surveying a pleasant, friendly face and the other
Scanning the nane tay which said Phyllis Zconorou, I have decided

that I an ps chic, tho only in a few casscs.

. Dick nevy had bveen sitting behind the resistration desk when I had
reglstered the day hefore b ut as he was not as I had pictured hir
and he was wearing a nae tag inscribed Dr, Ilare C. Dufuesne, ‘Jash.
D.C._I didn't know hi:n, Iad" I read Berry's description in The Goon
Goes .Jest before the con insted of after I should have knovm him. On
saturday tho he was out from behind the alias, I had considered asking
nlm about the wvhereahouts of Dick Seaton but not knowing him thot
better of it, pity.

Another gentleman I had riet and shaken hands with vesterday now
turned out to be g surnrise, Ile was a big chap and his nane tag said
only GOD., DRenerber I was practically in shoclz or T might have Ticured
it out. As I made Iy vay pnast him in the quad soreone called him by
name, Dlmner,and I swung around as if shot. TIt!'ve been around Tandon
aliost as long asg llalley's Coriet mrself tho never very active but I do
Tirnly believe Zlmer Perdue halned invent it.
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T had conie to the seacon nreparcd to dislilie Elmer, due to his
e dubious rccord of activity and such in ifapa. During my first tenancy
in fapa Ilmer had been president, but by his refusal To work or cooper-
ote with the other officers had threatened the stability of that rroat
organization. Also he slid along on niminmun activit y, as T did mr-
sell at the tiune thic I hat e To admit it. Since I have becn on the
waiting list - nearly 2 vears - IDlmer has had to petit ion the member-
ship to save his member gtatus. Like a lot of other waitinglisters I
feel tiat if a Tfellow is really intecrested he will kecen up his require-
rients, baring enerzency, and not rcquire rescue, UWith over fifty eager
fans waiting three to five vears [lor the priviledse of membership it
is not fair to zoof along.

. Consequently it was a great surprise to me to discover that having
et fapats proberbial bad boy I liked him irmensely., IZlmer is one nice
suy and I understand vy he is ab le to get friends to rescue him fron

the recsults of his folly. Ille is a character, as who of us isn't, but
a wore likable guy it would be hard to meet., Ilatter of fact llonday
nizsht after the con was over we had quite a tallk before saying hasta
la vista and I told Ghod frankly that if he soofed up again and failed
to et in hig dues or activity I hoped niously that they kicked him out
on his ass (I being biblical) and washed their hands of him, and in
as ~mch as I lilkked him and would be dammed disapnoint ed if he was not
in lapa when I eventually totter thru the nortals he was to get off
11s nrat and keep up his activity  PDecause Mana just wouldn't be the
saxle vithout him. I neant it and still do. Ilmer my friend if ¥ ou
have no way of gettins your activity nublighed wou have a 1nillion or
so Iriends vho will do it for vou and I am proud to be one of them, I

+ will lend youse the t hree bucks too Ghod if vyouse is broke so kcen up

your activity and I'1l sec wvou in Mapa sorie hanny day.

B Iy tvo most coloriul and out standing memories of Jiliner are of the
sosh wild neckties he wore, a different one cach day and each one for-
tier out than the »nrececding, They defy any attemnt at descrintion,
and the cpisode of the cirarctte machine, but that is getting ahead of
117 story as they say.

Beforce ~oing up the stairs to the Satellite roowm ivhere the con
was to we rormally opened at noon J1lis and I made another detour to
the flizht lounge vhere the fan art show was being nput torether. The
hour of opening had been delayved again, due I underst and to the lack
of materials wvhich had been promised but were not on hand and had to be
hurriedly obtained from Seattle. As we entered the Satellite Noom the
Tans wvere alrcady concregating rapidly and noments later Jallwy Teber
welconied the asscrbled fans and introductions of notables besan, Gthe
Seacon had ofliciallw bersun.

Poul Anderson's address on the nituals of Science-Tiction was very
well recclived, and rishtly so., It was a fine talk. Poul is not an
cxpericiiced speaker, he anpeared cuite nervous and recad much of the
tallr fromn his voluninous notes. Ile apneared verv norvous and I felt
for hin, tho the talk was excellent and there was no occasion for

nerves, he was among friends. Poul is a very nice Tellow and it was
a pleasure and priviled-e to meet him, T 1lilte Karen too, and she is

consliderably more decorative,

sceing Dob and Ginny Ieinlein asain was a warm nleasure too. OF
course I Lmow Bob pretty well by now but I don!t think I will ever
live long enough to get so blase that weeting the Heinleins docs not
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give me a bit of a thrill, Bob is ny idea of wvhat a rreat ccience-
Tiction writer should be. Aside Tron his obvious capabilities he is
also a real warm friendlv ~entleran and a Tine suy.e Je don't apree

on politics or the future but then I am an incurable ontomist and dont't
intend to change that., It is one vay of remainine sape‘in a crazy.
vorld. DBob is a long tern optoinist too, but wy irmediate concern’is
not the cventual welfarc of the race of man, but the hapniness and
velfare of one particular snecirien, and a Tew associates nov.

The Taff panel was enjoyable and I think it would e hard: = to
pick out two nicer ruvs to run for Tafr. IIy mind was wmade up before T
vent to the JSeacon and I didn't change it, but I am onlv sorrw ve can
not send thew both, It is a re2lly hard choice,

The 'pro-panecl! on vriting to sell in Science Miction turned out'
to be a lively alffair. Budrys, Anderson and llourse vere quiet enourh
in their statements but a little amusing difference of opinion raised
its interesting head, particularly between Bob Silverberys and Harlan
=llison vho was pinch hitting in the absence of Philip Jose Marwer,
Doc Snith wos a nasterful moderator and things never ot out of hand
but there was soue cntert aining speaking of minds both by the panel
and occasionally from the audience.,

The nost interesting part of the Auction Bloch came after all the
notable pros had been sold off and they put Tally Uebex up to sell to
the girls. ally looked about ready to climb the walls, and I under-
stand that later he almost literally did. Ie was sold to a scroup of
sals, anvone willing to nav the requisite fee could share in the fun
oandg wvilling vonen were plentiful., IZven Zlla Parker bouzht a share of
noor old Wallv, DBetweoch what the zals maid for Jally and vhat their
husbands and Doy-Triends paid to witness the nmorfornance Tarr did well
I think. Sorry now I didn't vateh it myself, but I 1lile Jally and tho
the fee was low I couldn't sce him being badsgered b v all those orien,
At that he was luelzy, I could stand b eing bhadsered Tor an hour by
such fen fans as Karen Anderson, Virginia Schulthois and Zlla Parker,
—specially 11la Parier, T vould have lilzed to have a chance to tall:
with her riore than I did, but so would evervone else I think,

Vith the endins of the alternoon session I wandered b ack to the
lobby and poolside reeting and tallting with fans. Vorried about Z1llis
Qaving accomodations for Lhe night I sought him out. Ie had chacked
vith the desk and been told that everything was rescrved, to checl:
agoin alfter L:30 in case of cancellation., I wandered over to t he
Mlisht Lounse and found the art show open and went in %o look around.
There is unquestionably some fine artistic talent in fandom. “/ith g
habural perversity well seot Torth by Dean Grennell in his P'zot Laws of
Perversity the paintings that I would have riost liked to have were all
plainl-- marked 'not for salet!, llowever there were plenty of @lesirable
paintings vhich were for sale. One took my eve irmediately., O0Of all
the art offered it vayg the one I nost wanted, a small oil by Bjo.
Deside it was a paper stading it was up for Hid and on the paper the
naxnes of John Trimble, Jinm Caughran, Bob Pavlat and D ill Zvans with
bids alongside. I don't renember what the hich bid vas, about 12 or 1h
dollars I think, T inscribed my ovm nane and bid b eneath, not Irmowing
I was letting niyself in for the iosgt exciting part of the con., Ior the
next four days everviime I looked at the bid sheet new names and » ids
had appeared helow mine. T should correct that about new namnes, thevw
vere uostly the same naies over and over, Pavlat, Ivans and Iansen
with Caushran appearing now and then. After the second day the only
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new ndne to apnear on t e list was Dill Tllern, and he appeared quite
consistently I'rom then on,

After checking with ghe desk asain Z11lis found himself without a
roor1 to sleep in Tor the duration of the con so we went into a huddle.
I is bogpage was already in ay room and I couldn!t let him sit up in
the NHelfl room all nizht for the remaining time so took him into ny
room. ileither of us likes to sleep with anvone (a2t least not another
riale) so it looked lilte a martvr session but Zllis said no, the rus
was tihicl and soft, the cover on the bed quite heavy and t here were
extra pillows so he could bunk comfortabls on the floor. Ile was as
sood as his word and slent there for three nists. T Telt ~uilte
letting him do it althouch he deserved no better for beins such a ~oon

and not arranging his rcservations ahead.

This vital decision reached we went to the coflfee shop for dinner,
The essential and congenial tasls of £illing the inner void with rare
stealr and french fries being eventually comleted to our satisfaction
we strolled about the quad and lobbv for a vhile visiting the fans vho
wvere everywvhere and cijoving t he evening., As a constantly increasing
number of fons vere wending up t he stairvay to t he Satellite Room
ve too ascended the stairs asain to join the gay throng awaitine the
appearance oif tie imumers in costume, The brilliance and variety of
costumes made e regret keenly my own lack of costwae. I had nade ny
final plans so hurriedlyr that t here was no time %to even think of such
matters, and I doubt that I would have had nerve enourh to anpear in a
costume anyhow until I had seen the others. Ah well, I am making some
plans for next year in Chicaso. After hearing vhat a fine time T had
in Jeattle Roy and Tom announced their intention to accompany ne to
Chicago and ve are working out a costuie idea now,

from reading nrevious con renorts I expected soriething rather
special in the way ol costumes, but was very surprised at the actuzml
nwiber, variety and beauty of the costumes seen. I can't remember all
of even the better ones nor do I recollect who was in sore of them but
they were vonderiul, As they promenaded {'or the judres we had —an™
good loolzs and I fear I annoved both mumers and spect ators several
tines by Tlashing my flashbulbs in their faces but it simply had to be
recorded for posterity. Iir Tilms should be ready t he first of the
veelk, T am quit ¢ anxious., IInd T had the solutions on hwnd T should
have processed the {ilms 1vsell, color nroscessing is a lot of Tun but
iy solutions vere exhausted a:d with a change of directorshin at the
laboratory imminent I thourht better of it.

There wore scoveral groups in costume, Jack Jarness and Liby Vintus
as tire dnave and leen of hearts, Ron -1lik, 3Steve Tolliver and
Adriennc liortine as three fron "Three Illearts and Threc Lions': A
vhole group of Coventranians sore of wvhom I didin't recognize but which
included Bruce Pelz, Toed Johnstone, Ruth Berman, Bjio and several others

Oh yes, there was another fine gjroup, the Chiac contingent, all
in ghostly white and loolzing alilost exactly like their ad in the
program boolzllet, T was busy adniring the assortuent of weapons they
wore ecarrying. O the outstanding individual costivies several cone
mind but 1f I try to_describe cach this may become lonser than Cone
2ith The .ind., Stu Hoffnan as a monstrous alien; Zrnie Vheatly as an
Lgyptian oriest, Jonl Cornell as a cat girl(loud vhistles of annroval)
Haren Anderson as a Rotsler wench (lots mnore ditto); IHeinlein with
indigo blue complexion reminding me of one of those nasty Boskonian
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characters of Doc Smith's Lensnan series ~ Jalte the Kalonian I think
it wase. There was a very impressive Count Dracula, oné of the Seattle
liarieless Ones I think ond his companion the Frankensbein llonster, The
monsterts mask was a cormercial job, a rubber one Hut his acting was
sood, obviously he has practised plenty. The Count was a polished
nerforner too, ond the makeup and costume were excellsnt, One of uy
favorites was a »riest from Heinlein's Sixth Colurm, white rohes,
vhite hair and beard, turban halo four sided staff a2nd all, The color-
cd 1lizhts in the cube on the staff even worked, I re~roct m Inability
to rcmember vho was inside the outfit but it was real ~one, Bill
nllern as a Genile fascinated me. IIis costuile vas sirmmle, bargy nant-
aloons, sash and body makeun plus sore putty to malke pointd on his
ears, but he really made a vervy impressive and realistic Cenie, or
Jinnl to be morc correct.

I did not agree with the judses in the awarding of some of the
places Tor best costume, but lots of us didn't. T think in one or two
cases they really passed up outstanding costumes to give the award to
some that were not nearly as good, To be absolutely fair all round T
will have to adimit the judges had their work cut out for them. There
verc so many fine oncs, and so many spectators cluttering u» the scene,
and the mummers did not all stay in line and go around, they tended to
croup up in cluups which must have made it hard to see some of then.

I Imow the rest of us got in the way and made seeing them diffecult.
There were about four groups and thé no group catagsory was listed I
think it would have been a good thing to choose one. Bjo took the
award for the most beautiful costume, and it was beauvtilful, but not a
really sciencefictional costume, it was one of Lhe Coventranian char-
acters and lovely bhut aliost mundane enoush to wear to an ordinary
narty. OSore of the Tarther out ones were very beautiful too. Joni
Cornell won the award for the lOST and I doubt if there were any dis-
scenters present, tho it really should have been least! thoo, Bov{
otu Hoffman's monstrous creation casily wvon recognition as did Xaren
Anderson as a Rotslerwench., I kept hearing nlaintive wishes for a
long sharp pin and I adiit the idea had merit but fortunatel~ Tor the
syrnietry of Xoreus impersonation there seemed to be none arovnd.

After the ball Tans began rmelting away in all directions, setting
out of character and then rendezvousing to various fannish nartics.
I didn't wvant to go barsing about trying to get myself invited into a
party, I still haven!t crust enouzh to just  barge in where I'm not
invited, but Tortunately it was unnecessary, the Chicago gang were
holding open parties in their suite and everyone was welcome so long
as they remembered to vote to Go ChicaGO in 52 so I oozed over to the
Chiac sulte vhere quite o crowd of fans had already gathered, talking
and drinking. Darl Kemp shoved a drink into my hand # Zarl is a Good
lon % and I joined the conversational raelstrom, The partv was a good
one and large and noisy too. Hot really noisy, it is just that when
vou get 30 or [0 people in a room together, all conversing, the decibel
count auvtomatically cliwmbs a bit,

Aiter a couple of drinks and considerable conversation I dceided
to step out for some air. The nersomel Xkept changing of course as
neoplc came and went so T slipned out to malte more room for soriec netr-
comers and wallzed around the nool for a while. Tt was a lovely ni-ht
or ilore properly morning and I pla-ed a gare loolsing around at’ the
rooms that were lighted up and estimating the nurber of parties in »ro-
sress. I strolled around the peripheral area, netting glimmses of '
fannish groups at play. There was a party coing in the Heinlein suite
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as I passed but I fi-ured Bob would have alreqdv attracted as mmuch
cowpany as he could handle and passed on to the Woff room. The lirhts
were on but all was sercne, the only sound the renLle snores of soue
fan stretched out on a bensh, There is too vuch to do and sec at a con
to waste much precious time in slcep and I wasn't slecpy anyhow so
when scveral fons lelft the Chicago party as I came up I slid back into
the rroup. About 11230 or a quarter to five I decided I had had enouch
Painish maiety Tor one day and aft or relieving myvself of an emmty
slass and Lhanan” the Chiac cllies Tor the hospitality I strolled
across the quad and went up to room 282, Just before climbing into
Luc sack T opened the curtains and sliding door and stenned out onto
w7 balecony for a few last lungfuls of crisn morning air. The quad
was a lovely scene, dominated b the luminescent blue waters of the
swirring DOOl vhich is lighted below t he wat er level which ~ives it
a wonderful blue clow at nlgat lazy rionles betrared the course ol
some carly norning swirmer .

Late Sundaw morning, aft er a fine faimish brealkfast Tllis and T
oravitated around to the !losaic Noom to &tteﬂd the neeting of the
xellows41p of %the Ring. After an interesting session we ener/cd as
new Pellows and I wandered to the lobby and corncred Den Stark to malke
a deal on a comlete set of the Ding. This accormlished I hasteded to
the fan art exhibit in the Flisht Lounge to see if my hated rivals were
cetting ahead of ne on the bidding for the Bjo. They were. I inscrib-
ed rv name and bid beneathr the others and loolzed around a bit. As T
we.s leav1ng, not slore thon 2 minutes could heve passed T glanced at
the Bjo and Tlorror of Ilorrors, Bill Svans and Bob Pavlat had both over
bid ne while my baclk was turned., I saw the rogues skullking at © he
other end of the room. .Jith sone satisfaction I inscribed my nane and
new bid beneath and haughtily left the lounge. As I walked away I
threw a hasty glance back thicli disclosed the hated llvans unaerwriting
zie and the déspised Pa wlat hastening in his direction, pen in hand,
I rogse superior to the occasion, found I1llis and we went up to dress
Tor the Danquet.,

The Danquet was an aflfair lonn to be renembered. The Satellite
Roori was filled, the food was very jood - at least my roast nrime ribs
were excellent, I can't spealr for the wwiss stealr but from the warr
211lis put his awvay it must have b een ~ood - and the company brilliant,
ATter the strategic dusiness of cating was talken care of the toast-
master,Harlan ulllson, was introduced and did his Tamous st uff, I
hove long heard of Iarlan's stunts but this was ny first onportunitsy
to witness one and I was not disabpointed ATter clomming a hit he
introduced forry Aclrerman who save a briefl ond ontertainlnn address on
conventions, past and present, This was followed by the introduction
of the Guest of Ionor, Bob leinlein, vho spoke on The uture Revisited.

fleinleins tal': was excellent, and very well received, II e rcce~
ived a standing ovation when he was introduced - I think he was em~
barrassed at the reception - and again upon conclusion of his speech.
Iiis view_of t he immiinent future is a dark one - and not w1tnovt just
cause = Bob calls hinself a long roange ontomist and I fuess that is a
good description. I do not concur vith his unhappy outlook tho there
is rcason enoush to do so, but I refuse to expnect the worst until it
really happens., DRegardless of varing noints of view, the tallr was
cxcellent and very well delivered,

Alfter the frrore subsided it was followed by the awarding of the
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Hugos. This episode, tho now history is lizelw to be Iricl:ed around a "
Dit for sorne tine as a slight booboo anpears to have been cormitted. '
I was properly impressed at my first si-ht of the Huso awards and was
sratified with some of the decisions. I dont't show why I bother with

all the details since by the time this is distributed all this will

be old hat, but I've started so here we 50+  Dest short storvy award

went to Poul Anderson's “The Longest Voyase’ with which I have no qua-
rrel. The best fanzine was Zarl KXeip's Jho Killed Scienceé Fiction

vhich I rcgret to say I have ot seen so I have no oninion, the best .
bro magazine was of course Analog To which I can say onlv Anen. :
The Tbest artist was 7d Tmshwiller, This I cannot nass without humme

ing a little hwwri, Ah well, of course Itm prejudiced. I have no recal
quarrel with Twilizht Zone winning the best dramatic presentation t ho
there woere a couple good ones. Serling's Zone varios in its quality

but is often quite good and I like it. The best novel catagory went

to Ilillor's "Conticle for Leibowitz{!  Hot having read it I cammot

corment on 1ts deserving status but apparently it was actually inelige-
ible and sore interesting hassles are lilzely to raise their heads. I
don't see there is much can be done about it, the Award was made and I
presuie Illr. Illiller has his Iugo. It should have heen cau~ht vhen it

was noninated and not permitted to go to a vot e. I don't lmow what
hannened, mayhe souebody goofed?

I did not stay around for the nro nanel on editing science fiction
time at the con was precious and I was far more interested in meeting
and talking with fans than listening to pros. Consequently I renairecd
to the llosaic Room and attended the Iluster of the Ivyborean Lerion,
This nroved quite interesting tho at the nioment I cannot remermber anT .
details of vhat took place, I had a mood chance to visit wit h George .
Scithers after the nuster, Later I hastened to t he Mlisht Lounpe and
placed a new bid for the Bjo, adout the third or fourth that darv. The )
Danquet was sceveral houwrs in the past and tho I wasn't really hunrrw '
.11lis and I went to the coffec shop for a bit of nourishment calculat-
ed to suffice until brealifast, After this immortant activity was over
I went back up to the Satellite Room to sec a little of the auction -
T rannical Al Lewis in action - and attended the business riceting.,
The cssential business was dealt with concisely and vith dispatch,
including voting for ChicaGO in '02., After this essential detail vas
attended to larl Kermp introduced Price, the Chiac treasurer and there
vas a concerted rush to pay up and set membership cards with low nume
bers. Anyone hoping for real lov numbers was doored to disappointment
as the craity Chicaroans had already illesallw sold a considerable
nuiber of merberships. I was third in line and sot nuriber 35, The )
Chiac lads had let no grass crow under their feet, not only were they .
equipned vith cards but also the hand out with the rezigtration in-
cluded Progress Report ifo. 1 on the 20th Con and a re-istration form

£L

from the Pick-Congress lotcl for securing room reservations at the Con.

On the way back to 117 room there wvas another brief ston at the
art exhibit. Yeah, the hated rivals had been there and T derived sone
siall satisfaction from inscribing below what T hoped would he the last
bid - for that dav that is - below thoirs. B now the list of Tbids
728 srowing long and irmmressive and all Torner bidders but Pavlat,
—vans and myself had dronped out. Howvever, to cloud this issue a now
name had appeared therecon, Bill Tllern. Jhat the hell, the nore the
rerrier - and the riore expensive,

=1lis and I had invited a nwaber of Tans up to the room for a
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as I passed but T i-ured Bob would have already attractved as rmch ]
company as he could handle and passed on tg the Noff roori. The lirhts
were o but all was gsercne, the only sound the gentle snores of soue
fan stretched out on a bensgh, There is too mmuch to do and sec at a con
to waste nwch precious time in slcep and I wasn't slecpy anvhow so

when scveral fons left the Chicago party as I came up I slid back into
the sroup. About M:BO or a quarter to five I decided I had had enouch
Tfamnish gaiety Tor one day and aft cor relieving wmrselfl of an eimty
slass and thanlzing the Chiac allies for the hospitality I strolled
across the quad and went up to room 282, Just hefore climbing into

the sack I opened the curtains and sliding door and stenned out onto
wy balcony for a few last lungfuls of erisn worning air. The quad

was a lovely scene, dominated by the luminescent blue waters of the
swirtiing pool which is lishted below t he wat er level which ~ives it

a wonderful blue glow at night. lazy rioples betraved the course of
some carly norning swirmer .,

Late Sunday morning, aft er a fine fammish brealfast 211is and I
sravitated around to the llosaic NRoom to attend the meceting of the
fellowship of the Ning. After an interesting session we ener-cd as

new ellows ond T wandered to the lobby and corncred Ben 3tarl: to make
a deal on a coumlete set of the 2ing., This accormplished I hasteded to
the fan art exhibit in the Mlisht Lounge to sce if my hated rivals were
getting ahead of ne on the bidding for the Bjo. Thev were, I inscrib-
ed my name and bid beneath the others and loolzed around a bit., As I
was leaving, not nore than 2 ninutes could have passed T 7lanced at

the D jo and Torror of Ilorrors, Bill Ivans and 3Bob Pavlat had both over
bid e while my back was turned., I saw the rogues skullking at +© he
other end of the room. .Jith sone satisfaction I inscribed my name and
new bid beneath and haughtily left the lounge. As I walled awavy I
threw a hasty glance back hich disclosed the hated vans underwriting
7le and the despised Pavlat hastening in his direction, pen in hand,

I rose superior to the occasion, found Z1llis and we went up to dress
Tor the Danquet,

The Banquet was an affalr long to beo rerembered. The Satellite
Room was Iilled, the food was very 500d - at least mv roast nrime ribs
vere excellent, I can't speak for the wwiss steal but from the waw
s11is put his away it must have b cen ~ood - and the company brilliant.
ATter the strategic business of cating was taken care of the toast-
master,larlan Zllison, was introduced and did his famous st uff, I
have long heard of ‘larlan's stunts but this was ny first onmportunity
to witness one and I was not disappointed. ATter clovming a »it he
introduced iorry Aclzerman who rave a brief ~nd entertalining address on
conventions, past and present., This was followed by the introduction
of the Guest of Ionor, Bob Jeinlein, vho spoke on The Iuture Revisited.

ileinleins tal': was excellent, and very well received., II ¢ rcce-
ived a sbtanding ovation when he was introduced - T think he was em-
varrassed at the recception - and again upon conclusion of his speech.
Liis view_of ¢ he imminent future is a dark one - and not without just
cause - Dob calls hinself a long range ontonmist and I suess that is a
good description., I do not concur vith his unhappy outlook tho there
is rcason enough to do so, but I refuse to expect the worst until it
really hanpens. Regardless of varring points of view, the tallk was
excellent and very well delivered.

After the fvrrore subsided it was followved by the awarding of the
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Hugos. This episode, tho now historv ig 1lizel' %o be kiclzed around a
Dit for sone tine as a slight booboo appears to have been cormitted.

I was properly impressed at mv first si~ht of the Mugo awards and was
Gratifiecd with some of te decisions. T don't '-how why I bother with
all the details since by the time this is distributed all this will
be old hat, but Itve started so here we 50s  Dest short storv award
went to Poul Anderson's "The Longsest Voyase’ with which I have no qua-
rrel, The best fanzine was Zarl Keup's o Killed Scienceé Fiction
which I rcgret to say I have not seen so I have no oninion, the hest
pro magazine was of course Analog to wvhich I can say only Anen,

The Dbest artist was 7d Imshwiller., This I cannot nass without humm-
ing a little hwmmi, Ah well, of course I'm prejudiced. I have no real
quarrel with Twiligsht Zone winning the best dramatic presentation t ho
there were a couple good ones. Serling's Zone varics in its quality
but is often quite good and I like it. The best novel catagory went
to lliller's "Conticle for Leibowitzi  Not having read it I cannot
corment on its deserving status but apparently it was actually inelig-
ible and some interesting hassles are liltely to raise their heads, T
don't see there is much can be done about it, the Award was made and I
presuie llr. lliller has his Ilugo. It should have been cauzht vhen it
wa.s nonlnated and not permitted to go to a vot e. I don't 'mow what
hannened, maybe souwebody goofed?

I did not stay around for the nro panel on editing science fiction
tinle at the con was precious and I was far more interested in meeting
and talking with fans than listening to pros. Consequently I renaired
to the llosaic Room and attended the luster of the IIvborean Le~ion.
This nroved quite interesting tho at the moment I cannot remember an-r
details of vhat took place. I had a good chance to visit wvit h George
Scithers after the nmuster. ILater I hastened to t he flight Lownge and
placed a new bid for the Bjo, adout the third or fourth that dar, The
Lanquet was several hovurs in the past a.nd tho I wasn't really hunrrw
~llis and T went to the coffec shop for a bit of nourishment calculaie
ed to suffice until breal:fast, After this immortant activity was over
I went bacl up to the ZSatellite Room to sec a little of the auction -
Trannical Al Lewis in action - and attended the business necting.,

The essential bBusiness was dealt with concisely and vith dispatch,
including voting for ChicaGO in 152, After this essential detail was
attended to lLarl Kerp introduced Price, the Chiac treasurer and there
vas a concerted rush to pay up and et membership cards with low num-
bers. Anyone hoping for real lov numbers was doored %o disappointiuent
as the cralty Chicaroans had already illezallw sold a considerable
nuaber of merberships., I was third in line and sot nurber 35, The
Chiac lads hod let no crass Grow under their feet, not only were they
equipped with cards but also the hand out with the rezistration in-
cluded Progress Report o, 1 on the 20th Con and a recoistration form
from the Pick-Congress TZotol for securing room reservations at the Con.

On the way back to r1 room there vas another brief ston at the
art exhibit. Yeah, the hated rivals had been there and I derived sonme
siall satisfaction from inscribing below what I hoped would be the last
bid - for that dav that is - below th-irs. By now the 1list of Dbids
vas groving long and immressive and all former bidders but Pavlat,
—vans and myself had dronped out. IHowever, to cloud this issue & now
name had appeared thereon, Bill Zllern. .Jhat the hell, the nore the
ricrrier - and the riore expensive,

=1lis and I had invited a nwiber of fans up to tvhe room for a
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as I pasgsed but I {i~ured Bobd -would have alreadr attracted as much
company as he could nandle and passed on to the Meff roon. The li-hts
were on but all was gerene, the only sound the gentle snores of soie
fan stretched out on a bensh, There is too much to do and sec &t a con
to waste nuch precious time in slcepn and I wasn't slecpy anvhow so
when scveral faons left the Chicago party as I came up I slid baclk into
he croup. About li:30 or a quarter to Tive I decided I had had enoush
Taminish gaiety for one day and alft or relieving mvsell of an emmty
slass and thoniring the Chiac a2llies for the hospitality I strolled
across the quad and went up to room 2082. Just hefore climbing into
the sack I opened the curtains and sliding door and stenned out onto
wy balcony for a few last lungfuls of cerisn morning air. The quad
was a lovely scene, dominated v the lunminescent blue waters of the
swirming pool which is lighted below t he wat er level which ~ives it
a wonderful blue glow at night., lazy rionles betrared the course of
some carly norning swirmer .,

Late Sunday morning, aft er a fine famish breakfast 211is and I
sravitated around to the llosaice Room to attend the meeting of the
Pellowsiip of the Ring. After an interesting session we enerscd as
new ifellows cnd I wandered to the lobby and coriered Ben Starl to mak
a deal on a commplete set of the Ring., This accormlished T hasteded to
the fan art exhibit in the Mlisght Lounse to see if my hated rivals were
setting ahead of me on the »idding for the Bjo. Thev were. I inscrib-
ed my name and bid beneath the others and looled around a bit., As T
was leaving, not itore than 2 nminutes could hove passed I glanced at
the Djo and Torror of Iorrors, Bill IGvans and Bob Pavlat had both over
bid me while wy back was bturned. I saw the rogues skulking at t he
other end of the room. Jith somne satisfaction I inscribed my name and
new bid beneath and haughtily left the lounge. As I wallted awav I
threw a hasty glance back hich disclosed the hated Ivans underwriting
e and the despised Pavlat hastening in his direction, pen in hand,

I rose superior to the occasion, found I1lis and we went up to dress
Tor the Danquet,

The Banquet was an affair long to be ronmembered. The Satellite
Room was Tilled, the food was very r00d - at least my roast nrime ribs
wvere excellent, T can't speal: for the wwiss stealr but from the war
i1lis put his away it must have b cen rood - and the company Hrilliant.
ATfter the strategic business of cating was taken care of the toast-
master,larlan Cllison, was introduced and did his famous st uff, T
have long heard of IJarlan's stunts but this was ny first onmportunity
to witness one and I was not disappointed. ATter clovming a hit he
introduced forry Aclerman who ~ave a brief ond entertaining address on
conventions, past and present. This was followed by the introduction
of the Guest of Honor, Bob leinlein, vho spoke on The future Revisited.

ileinleins tal’: was excellent, and very well received, Il ¢ rcce-
ived a stonding ovation when he was introduced - I think he was em-
barrassed at the reception - and asain upon conclusion of his speech.
Iis view_of t he irmiinent future is a dark one - and not without Just
cause = Dob calls hinself a long range ovntomist and I suess that is a
good description. I do not concur vith his unhappy outlook tho there
is rcason enoush to do so, but I refuse to exnect the worst until it
really hanpens. Regardless of varring noints of view, the talk was
cxecellent and very well delivered, )

ATter the furrore subsided it was followed Dy the awarding of the
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Huzes. This episode, tho now history ig lilzel to be kiclred around a
Vit for sorie tine as a slizht booboo anpears to have been caruiitted,

I was properly impressed at my first si-ht of the Mugo awards and was
Gratified with sorie of the decisions. I donltt '1ow why I bother with
all the details since by the tine this is distributed all this will
be old hat, but I've started so here we 50y . BDest short story awvard
went to Poul Anderson's "The Longest Voyase'’ with which I have no cua-
rrel. The best fanzine was Zarl Keip's .ho Killed Science Fiction
vhich I regret to savy I have not seen so I have 1o oninion, the best
pro magazine was of course Analog to which I can say only Anen.

The Dest artist was 7d Dmshwiller. This I cannot nass without humnme-
ing a little hrmwi, Ah well, of course I'm prejudiced. I have no real
quarrel with Twilizht Zone winning the best dramatic presentation t ho
there were a couple rood ones. Serling's Zone varics in its quality
but is often quite good and I like it. The best novel catagory went
to lliller's "Canticle for Leibowitz!  Not having read it I cannot
corment on its deserving status but apparently it was actually inelig-
ible and some interesting hassles are lilrely to raise their heads, T
don't see there is much can be done about it, the Award was made and I
presuie lir. lliller has his Iugo. It should have been cauzht vhen 1%
wa.s norlnated and not permitted to fo to a vot e. I don't lmow what
nannened, maybe souebody goofed?

I did not stay around for the nro ranel on editing science fiction
time at the con was precious and I was far more iaterested in meeting
and talking with fans than listening to pros. Consequently I renaired
to the llosaic Room and attended the lluster of the Ilvborean Lerion.

This nroved quite interesting tho at the moment I cannot remerber an-r

. -

details of vhat took place, I had a good chance to visit wit h George
Scithers alfter the rmuster. ILater I hastened to t he Mlizht Louwnpge and
placed a new »id for the Bjo, about the third or fourth that davy, The
Danquet was several houwrs in the past and tho I wasn't really hun:rw
<llis and I went to the cofrfee shop for'a bit of nourishment calculatb-
ed to suffice until brealtfast., After this limortant activity was over
I went back up to the Zatellite Room to seec a little oi the auction -
Tyrannical Al Lewis in action - and attended the business mecting,

The cssential business was dealt with concisely and vith dispatch,
including voting for ChicaG0 in '32. After this essential detail was
attended to Larl Xemp introduced Price, the Chiac treasurer and there
was a concerted rush to pay up and zet membership cards with low num-
bers. Anyone hoping for real lov numbers was doored o disappointment
as the cralty Chicaroans had already illezallv sold a considerable
nuiber of wmerberships. I was third in line and sot number 35, The
Chiac lads hod let no grass grow under their feet, not only were they
equipned with cards but also the hand out with the resistration in-
cluded Procress Report ilo. 1 on the 20th Con and a reoistration form
from the Pick-Congress Totol for securing room reservations at the Con.

On the way back to 1 room there was another brief ston at the
art exhidit. Yeah, the hated rivals had been there and 1 derived sone
small satisfaction from inscribing below what I honed would Me the last
bid - for that dav that is - below th-irs. By now the 1list of bids
was proving long and immressive and all Torner bidders but Pavlat,
~vans and myself had dropped out. IHowever, to cloud this issue a now
name had appearcd thereon, Bill Zllern. Jhat the hell, the nmore the
rierrier - and the riore expensive,

=1lis and I had invited a nuiber of Tans up to the roon Tor a
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quiet littlc vmarty, drink and discussion. o ot the bellhop to bring
up ice and glasses a:d by the time the stase was set a few guests were
arriving. Juite a nuiber of the fans ve wanted to ask un 1nad not been
contacted beecause we had deeided on the deal suddenly, late in the davy

and had not had a chance to sce soue of the people. Others were not

cble to maeke 1t “eeause of previous cormitments, but we had a nice
quict little gathering anvhow, perched on chairs, bed and floor with

s

neavy accent on the latter. Iventually the zuests drifted awaw, sone
to leep pronises to other engagenents and one or two to o to bed.

A horri»le thought but true, Den Jason was one of the sacktine conbine
gent, ile hadn't far to ;o as his room was next vo mine. Sventuallw
only =llis, Ben Keifer and I renained and when Ben and I announced thot
we were golng out looking for a live party J1lis went to Hed! Tsk, sk
such a wast of time. BDen and I, each with a bHottle in hand wandered
into the hall and started down the line, As we nassed an open doorvay
we Uere invited in and joined the nartwy, There was a livelw discussion
of Ieinlein's specch goingz on between a group squatting on the Tloor,

I deeply regret that I cannot reumenber who thev all were, in fact oven
vorse 1 do not reccall the name of mine host. I have a verv bhad uenory
ror mnanes nvhow and at that hour of the YUYAAY norning - well T iust
can't remcmber. I do distinctly remember that 7d food was anony the
squatting contingent. e was the noisest, vho can forget him. I'm
Just lridding Z2d in cose you read this. Also present at the »nart— were
Phyllis Zcononou and Ben Stark. This suited e fine as T an fond of
both and wanted a chance to visit with both of them without too much
outside disturbance,

It vas a real fine party, I had a wonderful tire and a ~ood visit
and soiie fine Scoteh, dut all good things st end, at least termorar-
ily, so about Tfour thirtv or five I said g'nisht all round, thanlked
1ine hosts Tfor a fine time and wandered back Lo 202 for a Tew hours in
the aris of Liornhous so I wvould be able to do it anain., After 2ll, the
sHirit is willin' but this old flesh was cetting pretty weak., I rcel
»rotty pooly not to remember whos roort it was ny aging nemory vas

avoring to classify and Tile the nanes and facocs of about 300 fans
wvihoir T had never met before and under unfavorable conditions of cXcite=-
sient and lack of sleep. T am not used to »nartics Tive ni~hts hand
running and tho I remained sober the business of setting into the sack
about daybreak Lor a ygd¥ - weck, hell - both are dead ri-ht - was a
real drain, T relaxed and slept most of the weelk alt er I 5ot home,
fortunately I had the tive, I Iméw I would nced a weeks vacation to
rest and recover from mr vac tion!

The moruing hovrs of lionday - that is what was left aftor I jgle}
- were speat in wandering around the lobby and quadransle visiting
vith groups of fans and cxcursions into the Flight Lounce to add a new
Hid to the growing list on the Bjo. As I was inscribing nmy nane ©
I overheard soieonc, Jin Caughran I think, ask John Trimble hou come
he was letting us run off with the Bjo painting and John declarcd he
rould be double dammed if he would pay 35 buclks for one of his wife's
paintingg, he'd just make her do another one for him. The man has an
unfair advantaze there., I don't l-now tho, when T was tallking to Bjlo
about the picture sarlicr she told rie she would never do anobher lil-e
it. Part of it was spattered on by applring the oil to a toothbrush
ond scraping the bristles to fling paint broadcast. Bjo said that was
just what it did, in spite of precautions she vound up with a s»natt er
painted roon and cat, to say nothing of herself, 30 U337Trimble v
have his worlk cut out for him Lo pet one lile it. I bousht a vers nice
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pieture by .m, Idérar Curtis called “A Domb in a Residential Area', It
1s a fantastic thing and every tine T nasscd it I liked it better. Ie-
sides, D7 this time I was besiming to sravely doubt if I could set the
Bjio. By noon, tiie for tlwe Jhy is a Man nanel, the hish bid - nine -
wvas 38 dollars and tho affair had settled dowiy to a Li~ht between Bob
Pavlat, BDill Zvans, Bill Zllern and e, dut with a nasty new element
added. Pavlat and Caushran had joined forces. Jim had dronped out
some time earlier but now he was back in Pavlats coriner, I maintained
fiercely that such an unholy coalition was unfair, illezal, irmoral,
unethical and fattening but to no avail, 3o I tried to fight fire with
fire and sounded out Bill Zvans on a coalition but he would have none
of 1t. DBill Illern was not arounc.

The "hy is a FMan pnancl nurbered Bo» Paviat, flrai Dallard, Jack
wpeer, alter Dreen, Dovd Reaburn and Ted thite and was nmoderated b
sarl Kemp.: - The discussions wore very interesting and all went s 100th-
1y and sviltly vwith nany good noints being hashed out until 3111 “vans
made soie thoroushlvy reasonable renarks to the effoct that fandom has
chanzed, 2ll fons uscd to come frowm the science fiction ronks but that
Tans had develovwed new intorests and today if was not nredominantly a
science fiction fandom as it had been, that some fans did not even
rcdd stl nov dars. At this noint Sam Iloskowitz lept to his fcet and
said that to say fandon was not denendent on stf and that fans were no
lonzer science fiction fans vas rediculous and anvone who said so was
o dammed fool. There was a sudden ‘silence broken only by the voice of
sam nanding down the decree of Chod almishty. One thing I rmust say for
Sam, he doesn't need g microphone., I had not exnceted to lile Sain,
due probablv to merorics of the exclusion act at ifycon T and was quite
pleasantly surprised to £ind hin personable, Iriendly and a nleasant
berson. suddenly uy opinion ‘did a back flip and reverted to its
Foruer attitude., 2am is a pleasant ruy to tallk %o, but he seorns to
take a very dim view of any oninions strongly onposed to his ovn Ghod~
lilke views. Anvone can disagree God knows, that is vhat malesthe vorld
o 'round but in our modern civilized socicty it is not senerallv cone-
sidered pood Torm to .call a man a dammed fool because you do not agree.
vith him. It wag g disgusting cxhibition of bad mammers. The roder-
ator showed r00d judgement in cutting off the flood of ancry corment on
the subject, Again things went sitoothly until Ted Vthite began to sneal
and then the smouldering feud vhich Ted and XKris lios™zowitz have heen
staging on the nescal business burst into open warfare. Xris nroved
that she could be offensive on her own and the /hites and Sam did well
for theouselves in the contention, SJort of a hasty business vhich help-
cd hasten the close of the nanel discussion.,

Then Tyramnical Al Lewis helped talte sore of the bad taste out of
the proceecdings by his brilliant auctlioneering of the rermaining art
vorlze T mnicked up a nice cover illustration fron Anazing and sone
b lack and vhite picces inecluding an Adkins and a PMinlay., The hirh
point of the auction was DBill Lllern carrving off a cover nainting b
~nsh Tor the tidv sum of 92 bucks. During the auction the bidders for
the Bjo 5ot their heads tosether and agreed on a voicec auction later,
onnly those actively hidding to Lo eliniblo,

This private auction was duly held that afternoon in the »natio
outside of the Flirht Lounge. Pavlot, =vans, Dllern and I were the act-
ive bidders but we accuimlated quite an audience, including the
Trimbles. Bill Zllern had shot his was on the ish so declared hinmself
out of the ruaning. Bidding started at iy last written bid, 38 and
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nronressed ranidly upwards. IFinally I wes left to face the g?ughran-
Pavlat coalition alone when 3ill Ivans dronped out at about uh0 or
thereabout. BDidding slowed up considerably now, each of us allowing
the auctioneer to call going once, zoins twice ete belfore offering the
next bid. I had becn thinking furiously. T had already determined
not to o above ;50, not beecause I did not think the painting worth it
but because I could not afford to go hisher, The trip was a consid-
erable expense and I amn making payments on a new car and cherished
hopes of having the bathroom of my home remodeled this fall so that I
truthfully could not explain - even to myself - the bids I had already
made. It was quite apparant that Pavlat and Caughran were prevared to
excecd what T could noszibly do. Bob was saTing 12,50 and while I
thought about it I heard nyself bid I3, then when I thought a niracle
had occurred Bob said 113,50 and I made it Ili. As the ritual of three
calls wvent on I was thinking ~you can't get it you dope, vhg make it
nore expensive than you have to for a nice guy like Bob., . Then his
volce cut thru azain QhS. As the three calls were issued I thounht
fost, I really intended to go to 50 bubt the gleam in Pa lats eye told
ne it would imalke no difference so as the third call began I grinned,
stuck out ny mit and shook hands with my hated rivals - they're both
swell suys -~ and admitted defeat., Djo said she was overcorie and next
year she vould bring two or three, enough to ro around. The real
topper offer tho was when she shook hands with ne and said 'gosh, 1if

I had Imowm belfore the show vou wanted it I would have sold it for $51
Imnortal Roscoe, supnort thy servantl Five measly buc'zs and I hid Ll
and Pavlat naid L3, Tlell, twas worth it., Still, I think liother will
be better pleased with the remodeled bathroon providing I can swing it.
Of coursc the 50 bucks is nerely a drop in the »ucket of the thousand
the romodeling will cost, but then the thousand is just lots of oadd
Tifties. I intended to ask Bob how hish he and Jim would have one hut
decided not to. If they would have stovped short of fifty I would have
had to o out and™Blow what I use for br ins out for being such an ass.

The Seacon was orfficially ended and after the exciterent of the
auction I felt sort of let dovn wmyself. I wandered about talking with
Tans and went in to the Mlight Lounge to clain nmy nainting by Curtis,
The rest of the afternoon was spent in drifting about in the cormany of
congenial fans, visiting to store up ncutories of a wonderful convention.

After dimnor I wandered up the stairs to the Satellite room to see
1f there were any activity afoot therein. As I reached the top of the
£lizht of stairs I came upon a sight that wvas one of the highliﬁhts ol
the Seacon and wvhich I do not expect to soon rget. At the upner
landing of the stalruny outside the door of the Satellitc room is a
cisarette machine and on his knees before the rachine was Chod himselfl
(Jloer Perdue). I said '"Zlmer for Crysake wvhatcha doin there on ~our
prayerbones"” and smiling benisnly at ne Chod saith "I'm nlavines the
slot machine.”" In ny superior wisdom I said “That's a ciga%et%c 1M che
ine not a slot wmachine, Jlmer ore ve daft?® And then Ile nassed a nir-
aclec, risht before my cves., I was stoanding at his shoulder and saw the
vonder nlainly with ny own pecners and if an= one dares sa- Slmer is
not Ghod then they have wme to rccon with. ’ ’

’ leh a broad smile and a slvy wiuk Dlmer denosited a quart er and
a dime in the machine (cirorettes are 35 ceonts in Jashincton) and h.
-7, -t ) - kY
pressed the Salem button sartly. The rachine buzzed, clic'zed and out
carle a package of Salens and 35 cents! I rubbed my eyes and said 'huh
les sce you do that amain, llmer grinned, nut in the same quarter anc
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dine, pressed the butison and vith a buzz and- click out fell the Salens
“olloved by a small etallic clashing as his 35 cants deopned into the
coin return. DBy now 1y cyes were bussing out... I said ”jlmer,_I do
bclieve, tell me can anyone do thig or is it a private miracle.”" e
admitted it wasn't everyone who could do it but suggested I trv, nro-
nising to help me. I stuck in 35 cents, pressed the button and got
back Salems, matches and my 35 cent investuent. Once was enoush to
couvince ne, I prefer 1y pine to cizarettes and besides T donn't thinlk
I could stand too rany mniracles so I stenped back to wateh Chod at
worlz,

A 1ittle later I et Slmer in the ouad as he sousht a nlace to
deposit his loot. 7The Salem slot was ermty on the machine, Zlmer had
10 paclis of Salens disposed abont his pérson nlus a scatteoring of other
vrands and vas out of change. e said the other brands did not rive
as 0od dividends on the investiient, Jobody better say in my hearing
that Zlmer isn't Ghod. ITow if T Teel blue I just roar with lau-hter
rememvdering Ghod playing the slot machine.

A it later I crossed the quad to the Heinlein Suite There Dob
and Ginny were civing g nisht-lony onen party. As this was ny first
con I don't lmow whethoer thig hannens often or not but T tiinlk a lot

of pros would think tvice belore voluntakily holding open house 211
night to a sang orf thirst~ fans, It soes without saying the party was
vell attended, with plenty of rfans coning to pay their respects to the
outstanding science fiction author of out tivle. Dob is warm and hosn=-
itable and so is Ginnv and gveryone had a ball., Peonle drifted in and
out constantly and the bellboy was ltept busy bringing the essentia S
somehow Dob and Ginny and Bruce Pelz and I fell to talkine chout songs,
and the songs in !Creen ills' in particular so ve sought refusme in the
next room vhere it was quieter and Druce sang Bob and Giiny sone of

the Green Mills songs with the music he had composed for thein. Bruce
has rexl talent in thisg line and the Ileinleins vere treumendously nleas-
cd and ve discussed a tane recording of them. Bruce promised to malre

A tape Tor Job and T an goins to get in on the deal too some wa~, by
hoolz or crook,

I had missed one opnortunith to sec the Cenie and the liuslcet
iid because I didn't want to leave the Heinlein party Hut now t he
Znsh pictures were to be shovm and then the Unicorn nroductions again
and as this ould hHe the last tine I 1ade my reluctant way to the
satellite roonm again to sec ther, The sh nlctures T did not care
rmeh for as I do not like anvstraction, impressionism and other modern
art idioms but I enjoved the fan :ovies very much. Then T started haalk
to the party vhen T rerembered that the Teinlein hooch sunnplvw, tho
cxtensive wag bearing a helluva lot of traffic and the sideboard was
besimning to show the effect s of &he decimation while I had a perfect-
1y Jood quart of bonded J.W,Dant sitting alone in 1y room so I went up
and tool it baelk to the party with me where it rmade friends rapidly,
I saw BDen Keipher also 8lip in with soiic of his nrivate stock in hand
to help support the home forces ageinst the inroads of a fan invasion.
[t is a food hing Dob was well supplied. I don't Sudnose evervhody
oppcd at the IHcinlein party but il one had sat there fron Stirt T4
inish T think he would have nisgcd seeing few of the fans at the con,
Therc were never too many at one tine, after all even a suite has a
1ixit to how @manv it can accoirodate ot one tine, An—how it was a ball
Abvout 5 I saig gnicht to Bob and Ginny and returned wearily to 232 %o
think over what g vonderful thins is a con, anc sink into rmuech necded

~slunber,
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nrorsressed ranidly upwards., Finally I was lelft to face the q§ughran-
Pavlat coalition alone when Bill Zvans dronped out at about L0 or
thereabout. Bidding slowed up considerably now, each of us allowing
the auctioneer to call going once, going twice etc before offering the
next bid. T had becn thinking furiously. I had already deteriined
not to go above {;50, not because I did not think the painting worth it
but because I could not afford to go higher, The trip was a consid-
erable expense and I an making paments on a new car and cherished
hopes of having the bathroom of my home remodeled this fall so that I
truthfully could not explain - even to mvyself - the bids I had already
rade. It was quite apparant that Pavlat and Caushran were prenared to
exceed what T could nosszibly do. Bobp was saving 012,50 and vhile T
thought about it I heard mnyself bigd hB, then when I thought a miracle
had occurred Bob said h3.50 and I nmade it hu. As the ritual of three
calls went on I was thinking ~you can't get it you dope, vhg make it
riore expensive than you have to for a nice guy like Bob. Then his
voice cut thru azain 5. As the three calls were issued T thouzht
fast., I really intended to go to 50 but the gleam in Pa lats eyve told
ne it wvould make no difference so as the third call began I grinned,
stuck out wmy it and shook hands with my hated rivals - they'!'re both
swell suys - and admitted defeat, DBjo said she was overcorie and nex
year she vould bring two or three, enough to fo arownd. The real
topper offer tho was vhen she shoolr hands with re and said 'rrosh, if
I had Imowm before the show you wanted it I vould have sold it for $58
Immortal Roscoe, support thy servantl Five rmeasly bucl-s and I hid I/
aind Pavlat naid L5, Tlell, twag worth it., Still, T think ifother will
e better pleased with the remodeled bathroonm providing I can swing it.
Of coursc the 50 bucks is merelr a drop in the »hcket of the thousand
the remodeling will cost, but then the thousand is just lots of odd
fifties. I intended to ask Bob hot hish he and Jim would have one hut
decided not to. If they would have stonped short of fifty I would have
had to o out and™Blow what I use Tor br ins out Tfor being such an ass.
The Seacon was officially ended and after the exciterent of the
auction T felt sort of let dovm wmyvself. I wandered about talking with
Tans and went in to the Pligsht Lounge to claim my »nainting by Curtis.
The rest of the aftcrnoon was snent in drifting about in the cormanvy of
congenial fans, visiting to store up nwcuories of a wonderful convention.

_After dimmor I wandered up the stairs to the Satellite room to see
_there were any activity afoot therein. As I reached the ton of the
15ht of stairs I came upon a sisht that was one of the highlﬁghts of
the seacon and vhich I do not expect to sooun forget. At the upner
lgndlng of the stairway outside the door of the Satellitc room is a
cijarette machine and on his knees before the rachine was CGhod himself
(LUlier Perdue), I said "Ilmer for Crysake whatcha doin there on -our
prayerbones' and smiling benirnly at re Chod saith “Ttm nlavine the
slot machine.” In ny superior wisdom I said “That's a cirarette mach-
ine not a slot machine, Jlner cre ve daft?’ And then Il massed a riir-
aclc, risht before my eves, I was standing at his shoulder and saw the
vonder plainly with ny own peeners and if an~ one dares say Ilmer is
not Ghod then they have ne to rocon wibth. ’ ’

vrn g " . - .
Q‘JLPH a broad snile and a sly wiuk Jlmer denosited a quart er and
a dime in the machine (ci-arettes are 35 conts in Jashincton) and h
- ~t . L ¥ -
pressed the Salem hutton stiartly. The machine buzzed, cliczed and out
cane a pacliage of Salems and 35 cents! I rubbed my eyes and said 'huh
les sce you do that again., Jlmer grinned, nut in the same quarter and
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dime, proessed the button and with a buzz and click out fell th? galems
rolloved by a small szetallic clashing as his 35 cants deopned into the
coin return. DBy now ny ceyes were busging out... I said "Zlmer, I do
believe, tell me can anyone do this or is it a private niracle.’! Ie
admitted it wasn't evervone who could da it but suggested I trv, nro-
nising to help me. I stuck in 35 cents, pressed the button and got
baeck Salens, matches and my 35 cont investment. Once vas enoush to
convince rne, I prefer ny »ine bto cizarettes and besides T don't think
I could stand too many miracles so I stenped back to watch Ghod at
worlz, ’

A little later I wmet lier in the quad as he sought a nlace to
doposit his loot. The Salem slot was ermty on the machine, IJlmer had
10 pecls of Salens disposed abont his person plus a scattering of other
brands and vas out of change. Ile said the other bdrands did not give
as jo00d dividends on the investiient. Tohody better sav in mX hearing
that Zlmer isn't Ghod. Ilow if I feel blue T just roar with laurhter
renemvering Ghod plaving the slot machine.

A it later I crossed the quad to the Ieinlein Suite vhere Dob
and Ginny were giving a nisnht-long onen party. As this was ny first
con I cdon't lmow wvhether this hannens often or not but I think a lot
of pros vould think tvice belore voluntatily holding open house 211
night to a gang of thirsty fans., It soes without saying the parts was
vell attended, with plenty of fans '‘couing to pay their respects to the
outstanding science Tiction author of out time. Dob is warm and hosn-
itable and so is Ginny and gveryone had a ball., Peonle drifted in and
out constantly and the bellboy was kept busy bringing the essentials,
somehow Dob and Ginny and Bruce Pelz and T fell to talling about songs,
and the songs in 'Creen Iills' in particular so we sousht refusme in the
next roor vhere it was aquieter and Druce sanz Bob and Gimnvy sone of
the Green Hills songs with the music he had cormposed for them. DBruce
has rexl talent in this line and the lleinleins were tremendously pleas-
ed and we discussed g tane recording of them. Druce promnised to malze
2 tape Tor Dob and I am Going to get in on the deal too sore vat, by
hoolz or crook.

I had missed one opnortunith to seo the Conie oand the lluslcet
iid because I dida't want to leave the Heinlein »narty Hut now t he
-iash plctures were to be sovn and then the Unicorn nroductions again
and s this would “e the last tirne T ade my reluctant way to the
satellite room azain to sec therm. The sh nictures T did not care
mich for as I do not like anstraction, impressionism and other modern
art idioms but I enjowed the Tan s1ovies very rmch. Then I started haak
to the party wvhen I renembered that the llelnlein hooch sunplv, tho
extensive was bearing a helluva lot of tralfic and the sideboard was
vesimning to show the effect s of GShe decimation vhile I had a perfecte
1y sood quart of bonded J.U,Dant sitting alone in my room so I went up
and took it baclk to the party with e where it made friends rapidly,
I saw Den Keipher also slip in with souie of his nrivate stock in hand
to hielp support the horie forces against the inroads of a fan invasion.
It is a good thing Bob was well supplied. I don't sudnose evervorody
stopped ot the Hcinlein party but if one had sat there from start to
finish T think he would have nisscd seeing few of the fans at the con.

fherc were never too many at one time, after all even a suite has a

- -

inal So how many it can’accoiriodate ot one time. An—hwow it was a hall.
Avont 5 I said gl'ni~ht to Dob and Ginny and returned wearily to 232 to
thinlt over what a vonderrul thing is a con, and sink into rmeh neoded

slumber.
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511lis vas up and cetting dressced and into his »i-ht mind vhen I
rcturned to conciousness. Ile had %old e the nreceeding cvening that
the Kyles had mnde arransgencnt for & car and Weére so0ing to llount
Ranier Mational Park Tor the day. Ile and I had been invited to attend.
It was darned nice of the Ivles to invite me but I told Tllis if he
went to deliver ny thanks ond regrets. AL onv other time I would have
jumed &t the chance Tfor llount Ranier is very beautiful and I would
wreclecorie another cihance to sec it but not this time. The tine Tor
sceing fans was getting 211 too short and I did not want to waste it.
211lis said if he was too late to watch the iiyle caravan he would wait
in the lobby till I wvas readv for breckfast.

By the tine I reached the lobby and exnlored around a »it I found
10 trace of him so I went into the coffec shon and breakfasted with
Levis Grant and other fans who were similarly emmloyed. Alter this
esseatial task was Tinished I wandered about tallzing to ‘rouns of Tans,
pidding gjoodbye to those who were leaving., The nuriber of denartures
roge constantly wvet there were still fans about. I watched the dis-
manteling of the fon art show and got in the wav once or twice in an
atteupt to De helpful., Then I noticed the curtains of the Ileinlein
Suite were open and I wallzed across., 3ob was sitting on the couch and
waved me 1in so In I barced to inquire how he and Ginny had survived tle
narty. Dob didn't look well and it burned out that he wasn't. e
hod developed a cold since coming to Seattle due primarily to the darmp-
ness of the climote and further exmosure angrevated probably b lack
of sleep was threatening nnewmonia. HIis lungss wvere »desinning to Till
and Ginny was understandably quite worried about him,., Ile nlanned to
hole up in the hotel a few days but the doctor who came to examine him
said 1o and told Ginny to get him on the Tirst plane thev could and
home to his own doctor and faniliar altitude and climate. As I sat
tallz-ing with then Xaren Anderson came in. ‘Je tallked for a wvhile a:nd
then Pohl arrived in answer to Karen's signals. SHortly after the bholl
poy caie to »ick up their lugzage to get It ready for the trip to the
airport. I told Bob that I would contact him when I sot horme and that
sorle weekend when he wasu't too busy working the Denver cang vould
dbive dovm to visit with them for a while. Then I slipped out and not
long after, os I was talking to some Tans up on the patio Bob and Ginny
camte by on thelr way to the airport. Dob waved soodby to everyone and
anyone just looking at him there would have had no idea how siclz he was.

I ran into the Fan Hillton gang as thev were heading for tow: to
Co to a movie and nroposed to Bruce Pelz and the llobbit that we hold
a £illk sing that evening as a final fling, offering my roomn as a locale.
They lilzed the idea and it was apgreed. After noon fans hegan to et
scarcer rapldly as departures and trips to town unned the attrition
rate sharply. I wanted %o ro into Jeatile nvself on a little exnedie
tion and this seemed the best time as I would not iiss -meh activity,
so L took my l1life in my hands and crossed hichwar 99 on foot to catch
the Seattle-bound bus., T sunnmose I'm a sissy Tor not drivine but it is
over 20 years - in fact 25 - gince I had been in Seattle and I wanted
to enjoy my trip. The main object of coniing into town was to vigit a
nlace of fond nostalgia, the 0lde Curiosity Shopn on the waterfront D
the Coleman Dock, 1hen I was in Seattle before I haunted the wator
front vhich was a fascinat ing sight to a land lubber and in particular
I hounted this old shon. I have several nice native cdged weapons that
I purchased there and I vould gaze in fascination on the curios from t
the Tar corners of the world, native swords, snears and shields, real
shruniten heads fromn the Jibaros of Leuador, krisses with serpentine
blades from lialaya etec. The placoﬂq?ﬁ lived in meriory and I could nob




be so close and not visit it again. This was in nany ways a niistalze,
as such nostal ic revisitations always are. Time has changed all
tixings. They can no longe? cet the rcal old stulff with vhich the shiop
used to abound, it has changed hands and they sell quantities of tymi-
cal tourist junlkt. Oh, they still have a 1little reail Aauthentic old
material, sone vonderful weanons and some shrunlen heads a:11d soic ex-
amples of carving to make you gaze in awe, but thev are come~ons for
show ond not for sale since theére is no possibility of replacing them,
I had a congidera®le hunch that this would be the state of thincs Hut
even had I been certoin I would still have had to ~o0 to see Tor myself,
I bought a Kulirie, the native fizating 'mife of the CGhurka neonle of
fonal. It is zenuine, rade in India and an authentic itert but it was
made to export and sell to tourists, not to fisht with. I have an old
Imlirie wvhich was a reanl fishting weanon, it is srmaller, no spit and
polish but the blade is sharper, the gut-hool is deep and functional
and nore significant, the handle is a nlece of a man's lerhone and the
vooden sheath is covered with human skin, The new one is the sane
shape but slihtly larger, the _nib=hoo!: is mnerely indicated, it is not
reoally sharn, the “Hlade is chrome plated so it shines 1i':e the sun and
the ghsath is leather bound - four Tfooted leather of course - and has
faney wetallic decorations. One is a real weapon, the other is to hang
on the wall to look food.,

Iy shopping expedition finished, I bezan to have a strons urse o
get back to the Iyatt Ilouse. At another time under other conditions I
siiould have much enjoyed a Tfew hours in Seattle and have ridden around
the city, visited sore nlaces I remember on the waterfront, done the
200 and museun and perhaps taken a ferry ride., I used to like to ride
the old fliclkitat or even better the Kalalzala when I had the time on
11y hands and vanted to rneditate., Dut now I felt 2n urge to return o
the hotel, Tororrow I vas leaving and this was 1T last evenin~ to have
a hall with the other fans, 1o time to waste in mndane affairs. I
causht a cad and hurried back., ihen I had left there had "“een few Tans
about, I hoped there would bHe more around in the evenins, Jith fan
departing for their lhores constantly it was becoming o »rouder and rmech
lonlier thing to be a £on all the tinme. DBack ot the hotel T ran into
a cousiderable rroup of fans in the colice shon, I yaltlzed it un for a
while with the Trinbles and Jrnié - theatley and Bille=n and vhoever was
about. Duz and BElinor had already gotten avay and the Trimbles vere
soing into torm to sce them so I sent sreetings.,

As 1t got later the faons kent scurrying off to whatever errands
callcd them and there were ever fewver faammish faces to be scon. I
decided to eat and Tortunately Bill Zllern also was in the riood 50 ve
supped tojether and I now not only had famish corpany but had a fine
opportunity to get well aquainted with Dillern. I had liked hin very
much but had no chance to really become acuainted, now there were no
other fans about and we ate and tall-ed at lensth. At least I did,
After satisfvins the inner cravings ve wandered into the lobbvw and sat
and continued the chin session. Presently we were joined by two other
diec hards, Lewis Crant and another fellow vhose name I deeplv regret T
comnot recall., I think he ‘ras new to fandom aind did not Imow much
about fans and fanzines. Ile was a heavyset chap and turned ont to be
cood cormany, I wish I could reneriber his name but for the salze of the
record we will call him Joe.

Joe, Dillern and I sat around the lobby tallzing 111 we got tired
of sitting and wallzed around out in front and in the quad arownd the
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ool., “he outside air was beconing quite chilly bv this timne so alter
briel wal and soile fresh air we returned to out post in the lonby.
tept wvatehing for the return of the Fan Hillton sang and invited the

B

others to the filk-sing, dbut 2ill said thew had sone to see Txodus and
would probably not retumn hHefore 12 or 1 oclock. W wandered over in-
to the bar and found an unoccunied table. The Har - lounfe, call it
vhat rou will - of the ilyatt TTouse nisht have been the insniration for
Hernando's Ilideawayw, It ma- not be particularly secluded but it sure
scems darlk until vour eves become adanted., Then I was able to sce well
cnough I lookzed around and discovered ve were the only fans there, a
sood index to the dwindling numbers still in residence.

— 3

Z11lis had returned briefl~ Tfrom the Kvle lount RNanier exnedition,
cotten his bag Tfrom my room and left e a note which »nroved uwinccessary
as I saw him leaving and had a few bDrief words of farewell and he had
rushed off to 3Jeattle to catch a train in company of Budrys. I offcr-
cd the room as a rendezvous bubt as we could not do anvthing there that
we couldn'd do as well in the bar we stayed. Lewis Grant wandered in-
Tto the bar and joined us for a driuk, rust have infra-red vision he
sceumed to have 1o trouble tracking us. Ilaybe 1t is hvpcersensitive ears
instecad, quien sabe? The four of us continued to si about visiting
happlly till about 1 or 1:30 vhen Grant departed to hit the sack and
the rest ol us decided to check the Pan Millton gang's roowm as thev.
should be back and cs we had been stratesically stationed in the bar
for the last couple hours they could easil+ have outflanked us and
sone upstairs,

As e procecdod along the hall the main speculation was whether
they had returned, and vhether they had done anvthing so unfannish as
to retire. On reaching their door voices from within answered both
questions so we Imocled and were admitted., “e nerched on the other bhed
and much fannish chatter ensued intersnersed on occasion with snatches |
of song. The ~roup anpcared to be in the throes of convention-Tatirue |
and were somewhat worse for wear. ven so we talked lonc, with £illk |
song intoersnerscd now and then. Bill nresentlv said roodni-nt and |
departed but Joc a:d I rcmaincd et a while, knowing the gang wersz dog
tired, weary ourselves Tro:n the carmaign but unwilling to call it quits i
on the last nisht for Roscoe alone tmows how long. Minally even this
desnerate elffort to stave off the inevitable end could not hold us, our
hosts were bushed and we were in no bebter condition so a few hand-
clasps and rooduishts, a snatch of song and we broke off and soucht the |
solace of slecen,

I wasn't in any hurry to get up in the morning - late morning that
is. There was very little to get up for. DBlack reaction had set in ‘
afver the wonderiul davs so crarmed vith activity, Presently I drcsscd
and wvendered into the lobby, Iven the wonderful shower did not do rmuch |
Tor sagping s»irits, I lmow the van Hillton zang would still be wrap-~ ‘
ped in slwiber so I had drunch at the colfce shop and wandered ahout
talking with the few vrenaining rear guard., I sald so long to Bill and
Lew, the Kyles and others who were still about, paclked m Helongingss a i
and toolr the bags down to the car, chec’ed to sece I had left nothing in |
the roonr and went to the deslk to pay ny Hill and check out, This acc- !
omplished I wallzed un to the Pelz~Johnstone room asain and hearing 1
voiccs went in ond shoolr hands all round and said ny goodb-res. One last
circuit of the quadransle, handshaling and hail and farewell to all
fans »nresent and I hurricd to the car. As I 8lid into the traffic in
the southbound lane of 99 I took one quiclz loolkr back and then resu-
dlutely turned mr face southvard anﬂ §HGpWOd down on the accelerator,
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an autopsy repord on the 80
THE SHADOW MAILING

PAITTOPO:T -~ DBerman

Ah ha! so now I &now. I had been idly wondering where you had
coite up vith that title. It sounded vaguely Taniliar and T was a bit
ammoyed ot being unable to place 1t. Iaving a deep - but strictly
intellcctual - interest in all the veretable alkaloids 1t is not sur-
nrising that i1t seened o trifle familiar., Mice title, a nominally
innocuous fanzine wvhich will on reneated use becorme an 2lmost undreak-
able habit. I will agrce that Pa ntopon (the fanzine not the druz) has
hat it talres to becoe habit-Torming.

Concerning Iiiva 3ama, it is true annarently that 1t is in the
Japancese l@nﬂua e and I qlve heard that it is reallv a Jananeese 301173,
out like vouroell have never found an< Tirst hand evidence or nroof of

its authenticity., As to Ien's nunishnient I agree, something lincering
ovt huricrous with either boiling oil or melted lead in it. 0dd how
manT Cans are also dovoted to the llaster (of Dalker Strect natvrally)
and to Gilbhert and Sullivan.

I have not scat any conies of Lurliing Jhadow to the D51, do you

thinlz I should. If they world be interested I can easily do so, 1t

it et Tom a wider andience. Don't ever -et the idea that vou are
unique in having o lot to do and —oofing off not being adle to get
started doing anything. I waste plenty of time too. OF course vhen
deadlines ;rowv near I can break free ol this slothful enchantrient and
worls frantically. After getting home fron the Seacon I started right
in on ny Seacon immrcssions which took soie time, in foct mant evenings i
sondwitched in here ond there, all 17 pages of it and this stencil was |
to have becn started the Tirst of the week. llondey nijht there were

several things on tv I wantod to see and I cannot worlk well a half hour |
at a tine sandwitched between programs, talics most of that tine to ,
Tigure out vhere I was and vhat I wanted to say next., 5o Tlondaw ni- "t \
T didatt et started, Tuesdav and ‘ednesda~ evenings I could havVe been

down here in v ganctim vorlzing bBut I just couldntt get in the mood and
set storted. Thursday and Jriday H*’hts wore la»nut Hecause L contract-

cd a had cold which T an 11 thtlln" so not till late this altrrnoon
saturday, do I et started, I anoycd meeting vou at the con very
ey, sor»v we didn't cet to visit twore but I didn't cet to talk with

ainone s rmeh as I would have liked. I hone to see rcu in Chicaro.

VIYTSALIDT - Demnaon |

t/clcore to the Shadow Mailings Diff, pull up a chair and make
-roursell comlortable, Glad To see you among us, hope you will stick
cround. If vou have not reccived Shadow jh Tou will, I have not ~otten
around to mailing out the extra copies of It and 5 vet, but will soon.,
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Thanks for the stuff I've received from wou from time to tiize JilfT and
I hope jou will stay on with the rest of the shadows in the neit 12il-
inzg. I can answer onc question for -ou as to why “ou received Turlzine
Shadow. Anyone on the apa waiting list ig sunposed to et it tho as
T said T did not sot the conies Tor those not taken care of in the
regular shadow mailing off in the case of 4. and 5 but I will set to
it shortly.,

IDL LS - licteall

II1 old buddr, T am sorrv you did not make it to the Jeacon 'cause
wve cuuld have had a ball I think but under the circumstances I ean
only apzree that you did thc ricsht thinc, college is of much greater
value to you nowr than any con. VWhen are vou setting out? I hone vou
will be able to malze 1t thru Denver on the way hore with mavybe a few
deys layover as it isht be some time belfore I have another ciance to
sce you but of couvrse I kinow it mav not »e possible.

In resord to vour discussion with Buz you are basically quive
corrcct, Colorado law not only nlaces no restrictions on citizens owm-
ing Tirearns bDut allows you to keep then in vour home or your car and
to transport them from home to car with reasonable nrecaution., Carry-
ing wcapouns concealed is forbidden without a license which is obtaine
able from the police dent., tho not without valid reason. Carrying a
sidearm unconcealsd, that is in open holster at the hip not coverecd hHvr
coat, svreater or anything that restricts everyones vision is still
perfectly lesjal here, tho I rather think that if vou Mickled on a brace
of six-runs 2nd strode dovm zixteenth street or any othe:r area whore a
sendarme nizht chance to witness the performaice you would run consid-
crable risk of being run in and asked rathor sarcastically vhat wild
vest show or circus vou had escined frowm, You could not be arrested
for carrving sidearms omenly as it is legal and the right of eveory
citizen who is of age and has not shown hinself untrustvorthy, "ut
the7 can always lack vou u»n on a charre of disturbine the -eace il the
rood stkikes them. I know mv lesal ric-its and have the requisite arms
and equipnent but have never tried Lo cxorcise the nrivilede nor do I

Xoroeet to. mven if not nolested By the minions of the law a ~uy would
Teel like an utter insinid ass to ~o nrancing thru towm s»ortins a
buscadero belt and low tied down holstews cormlete with loaded haud-
‘uns.  You nicht ot disturd the Heace Hut your sanity and mental bal-
ance would He subject to question. OFf course during the Rush to the
Zocliies Centeimial a covple vears ago thore were lots of waddies toting
suns on the streoets but they woere dresscd Tor the part and it was just
part of the jytural exhubrance of the Centennial cromvnins out. I don't
reneuber seeing anvone hothered then but the cons were watching »rcoty
carefully. I doubt if any of the suns were loaded with anvthing worse
than blanks. During ous nationwide amateur astronouers conventlon that
swrer the DAS sang wore western attire and several of us, ne inclueded
wore juns. I wore my old Colt Froutier rniodel but T left the armmnition
salfely at hone of course. Beotwecon Roy, Tom and nysell we have arms and
aumo enourh to start a moderate sized revolution. Pete is vthe onlvy
active Ci'J wermber who has no hoard of weanons and 1s w»eaccfullv incli-~
ned. I have two rifles, three shot uns and about 5 or 6 pistols and
I annot at all sure I have rore than the othor two. Rov and Torm and
I 0 out to a Isace lalton League ronse in nice weather and burn powrder
lilte mad. oy is rotting to be a nretty sood shot. Tom made oxmert in
the Ii’s and is a vory fine shot. I claim I can outshoot hin but I anm
a0t at all sure T can. Jith the 22 I think I can beat him bdut with the
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15 T aclmowled-e his :xstership. I am ~lad we are very Tirn friends

beoecause if we werc over to ficht it out mi-ht have to choose boys and
arrows, I don't think he coqu hit the bHroad side ol a barn with that,

I can still handle both of thein on 7uick draw since I had lots of »nra-

ctise this suwmier at Tliches »nractising on an clectrically timed quick

drav dwury they hod there.

You wouldn't rcco;nize Duddyr. ‘ihen we took our trin to Jashing-
ton so I could attend the Seacon 2ud had to be placed in a kennel. I
hated 1t as much as he did but there was no alternative save staving
home. I boarded him at the Vet hospital vhere he was born and Dr.
idowartih puv him on o reducing diet vhile we were away. Since rebturn-
ins e have 'rent hinm on it wnd he has dronmned fron 29 QHﬁ nounds and
really looks lilte a dachshund arain. I would like to poul about another
2% nounds ol and then all will be pericet, Tverwvone is hanp about it

P

cxecent Zud hinself, de is alwvars hungrv and thinks he i1s beinn ahused.

I echo your hone Tor erbership Hr the 100th ailing in a verw

heartfelt way but it broing to look immossible, hat with oingc » ack
a noteh or two and then reaaining for O wuonths at 22 without anvy nro-
cress I fear I cannot hone ©to e it. Tou have not guite so Tar to

2o so I earnestl— hone vou mnle it, Iiowever if it taltes till the 200th
T111 still Dbe raiming around the gote waiting to ~et back in. Aflter
all the 01001Lqu c11't die till he rets into the gravevard. I think
vou are rijht about sone of the best Tapans still beins in. fana just
wouldn' be the sae without Dusbvrs, Callrins, IZconoricu, S11ile, e,
wvans, favlat, Pelz, Dordue, Jarner and oh hell, lots of others I dldnt
nention. So dont't any of vou wonderful lOld‘ drop out, Dut how in the
sacred naes arc ve to get in?  Oh well, there are still a Tew we 2icht
De able Lo spare Hut it qets tourher alT the tiile.

Vour luﬂdlSﬂ idea of petitioning Tfor reinstateilent as T am a fore
aer Japan had occurred o me. Of course therc existed 1o such recorde
at the ©time I was dropned, the nctition caie later and it mni-ht be rul-
ed invalid on thrt »asis. Actually T had thousht of trywing it but it
violates the spirit and intent of the COﬂSuWUJblOd and is a low scurvy
trick. I dont't hlnL Fapa would stand for it and havin- *“1@& and foil-
cd I would be so dislited by mombde—s an d wvaitinglisters alile that I
vould never cet in., A lons tortuous climb is safsr in the long run,

Bob Lichtwman, T ail sorry Bob that T forsot to include veu in the
gvﬁnapv of shadow Hailing narticinants. It wags oversisht., I was thinlt.

ing ol the various 21nos that have annearced and over-lool-ed the vert
peuular getivity -rou have been car>ying on thru Idle Ilands. Resards.

PIPSISSTUA - Pa‘e ¢ ells

‘Jelcome to the Shadow mailings Jerrv, hope vou will be renresented
olften - welcoile also to vou Chuek tho you have been around for some

cine this is vour Tirst olficdal Shadow annearance - thrice welcorme in
the nae of Allah to hoth of wo». It is rood to see ncw Tacos in the

onadow fiailings and welcoile bacl: Tailiar ones. I I scein over "Hater-
nal overloolr it. I a1 not the patcr ol the shadows but lior and I are
nov the only ones to he renrescinted in all of then and this ~ives us a

certain parcntal interest.

L5 to the similarities and contrasts DHetbween
Uilliams T Toar T will have to beg off the discussi
HAERAY
oY
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rusic imnensely, dislike soie bthor coually for no reason I ea n con-
vineingly cxplain. I have no cducation in rmsic I just like it. To
compare two couposcrs tould Ho to lay nyself onen to derision of anve
one who has nusical lmowledse., Murther I must ernfoss an aliost core
plete irmobance of the worlks of Vaushn "/illiams., In seneral however I
like very rmch the classical music of the ora of Bach, ilotzart, Beeth-
oven, Tchaikovslzy, Verdl cte. It is not that I am one of those Kolro
refers to as; "The idiot who nraises with enthusiastic tone all cen-
turies but this and everw country but his own.' it is that I really do
love the mmsic of that noriod and the art of the old mastors but do
auite honestly dislilie, nay detest, ruich of the so called 'modern!?
music aind art. I am not atbtempting to be snobhish nor intellectual,
but modern art and imch of the nodern rmsic simply leaves re unrioved -
cxcept to set up and turn it off quickly. I can cite few concrote
cxhamples but lets sce, tale Stravinshy - I can stand Firebird and
cven coinfess to a sneaking liling for Le Sacre du Printeps but other-~
vise ushl I lilte sowme opera very rmuch but of the riodern oneras I have
heard two immediately come to nind, Vanessa and Strawinsk—'s Rokes
Proiress. This is onocra? Ior myself I'd confine thern to th- oute-
darkness for all time, If I wer~ choosing so.e -wsic to take Lo &the
Tall-out~shelter with 1e I think I would srab soie of ny Gildhert and
Sullivan but nodern rmsie .. not I. Id rather be atomized in -ood
copany.

Your Zducational s-stem ~oings to hell in a cravyboat was ruuch
enjoved, This unfortunately is not uncommon in narocirial schools of
various tynes vhich are more conciencious in ~iving sniritual instrue-
tion than in preparing their »nupils to meet life. Alas it is not lime=
ited to parochial schools either tho it is more prevalent in schools

Where relijion competes with scholastics in the curriculun, Tou would
love a case we have here in Denver. The e is heve a "school!' desgirn-
ing 1gself the Denver Bible Collere. I don't 'mow what denorination
operates the place and don't care put it is an abomination in the eve-
sight of both God and man. They claim %o teach colleze subjects and
give out very ornate looling degrees which are of course irnored by all
real schools in the area. They tell their unfortunate victims that
they are collese graduates with credits cqual to those of non-relirious
schools. I have tall:ed with several typical graduates of this leprous
cancer on the fair land., Thev are tausht courses in mathematics,
ph¥sics, chenistry, astronouy, all sciences as well as more liboral
arts type subjects, The joker in this cold declt is that the entire
'collere uses onl+ one texthoolk to teach all its nultitude of courscs.
Tep, you guessed it, the one and only text allowed is that rost nis-
interpreted and misused of all worl:s the lloly Bible. Grraah, it mares
ne retch to think of anyone fatuous enongh to think they can t sach
science Jrom the Bible. Icbrew hlstory, mytholo~r and literature ves,
these are not too far out but nhysies, chenistry, asitro -- bllk, T can-
ot 5o on. The sreatest indictment I ecan level acainst or~anized
relijsion, and it is o very damming one fron vhich they cannot escane,
is the interference rwost relisions have Trom tine exorted in néonles
education and freedom of thousht and which nany of them still exercise,
in narticular the Christian rolicion and the Roman Catholic Church
vhich still sceks to mold the thinking of its millions with »rohibibion
of reading certain books, sceing certain pictures, thinking certain
things and in general doing your own thinkins., " The educat ed nriesi-
hood controlling the rasses with nrivate schools wvhich teach onlvy vhat
they want tousht and control ol re~ding matter ete was old vhen Soymt
was at its heichth but alas, it is with us vet tho its strenth is
wvaning vear by vear so there is hp@e;%or Ifreedoi1 of thousht of all vet, -
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fap =~ Gerber

I confess I was greatly relieved to see the shadow mailing bounce
into ny railbox Les. Vhen I did not receive it before I left for the
seacon I was a bit worricd about it but at the con evervone I asked
said they had not gotvten thelr cony either so I took heart and.decided
that in place of ny copy being lost you were just late in retting them
in the mail., This is a normal hunan failing and rmch nrefsrable from
ny viewpoint to loosing my mailing. After all, even Russt last mail-
ing was quite late and he didn't worr»y imweh about it., I did worrv sone
more aboub 1t wvhen I returincd from Seattle and it still was not here
and in fact I was in the act of writing you to incuire about it when
it arrived safely, and as far ns I am concerncd all is forriven., B
the wav ~ou did not include any statement of account so I »reswie I
wvill hear from you shortly as to how :wmch my share of the mailing ex-
nense coues to. Dont tr~ to be a hero, i1l us for out proner share

and kecp the thing ecuable.

I an delishited to see Ruth Berman back in the sroove and newcorers

13107 Dermion and Page and Jells among the happy satherins, ells has
neen issuing his Cadenza Tor so:le tine now but it is nice to have hinm
officially Tepresented in the 3hadow liailings. I am in vholehearted
agreement with you about the need to revise the fabric of the shadow
mailings a bit. ‘/hen DNuss seb it up to require onlx 100 copies, the
active Fapa roster and the Tirst 35 on the waitinglist T did not like
it nor feel that it was just and equitobdle, but what the hell, it was

his idea, he was doing all the vork and I was not in any position to
do anything but go along. ITow that you bring the atter up for active
iscussion I will be hanpy to contribube my 2 cents worth.

[oF

Personall—- T would 1i':c to seec the SHadow Ilai 11ling set un rmeh 1li'ze
its warent orsanization. Let the nwMer of conies recuired to Me sent
to the 03 (you, Les) Tor any mailing be the total of the active rostoer,
65, plus the total of the wailtins-1ist as in the latest #A -53- ml-s
chout 3 spares in case soreones bundle is losth., This would anount to
121 at ©vhis time. If vou arc ~oing to send 100 then 21 more are not
likely to work any real Jlrdshlh-

"I have been sonding copies of Turking Jhadow to those on the list
W10 UCre not anlvded in Russ! mailing all along anvhow, tho the last
two issues extras have ot -~otten 11ailed duc to nressure of essentials
preo%rwcorv O geautle and since. They will o0 out tho as soon as I
:at the deadline n»ressure relieved., Sore Shadows avy not lil-e this

roposition as it requlfes punning more extra copies but I think Tou
wwll find several of us are ruming extras and distridbuting then oub-
side of vhe "wiling to the low jocs on the totompole,

l..l

Tals certainly ig the riost equitable swsten and that Tor which I
cast w1y vote and chvely suonort. I do not udlnk erple are coinz to
cet on the waitinglist just to ret shadowriags as they have to sroduce
credentials now to be elegible, If I should be proven wron:s or the
list beeoues too long other actions can be taken vhen Wanopriate.

I the opposition to this course is too stron; Trom oub fellow
shadous then as Tar as I am concerned tle onl remaining course is to
set an arbitra ty ficure, one hish enouch to He ~reater than the active
roster and Shldow I&iling narticipants maxirum and send to the active
JGJOO”S, the menbers in the sqadow maliling and then waitinglistews Trom

he top doun till vou run out. ) Af




JAUTASY AUATTUR - Vox Populi, Vox Deil

By Ghod, Im still below the deadline in niteh 22 and I'a besin-
ning to thinlt Im frozen there for all time. If it weren't such a oo
lot of trouble this issue of Shadow vould be edred in black. It is too )
mich trouble to be »ractical so maybe you cant see those blacl: edres,

but théyretherc in spirit on every page. ;

Phyllis I rmuch enjoyed your messages during vour veiar as proxy
and would regret your stenping dovn except that I think it will nean
more activity from you in the year to cowe and that is worth alrmost
any sacrifice. I gsreatly cnjoved meeting wou at the Seacon and con-
sider it a privilege and an honor to have rnet you and other Fanans at
the con. Crcetings also to Diclt Tney and Bill Tvans, it was a nlecasure
to meet you fellows and the same to all the Panates I met thsre. A .
quicl: 11iental check brinns the total of FMapans vet at the 3cacon to 25
nenbers and 10 waitinglisters., ifot Bad.

LARI - Danner

I know it doesn't help a Hit Bill to sav 'I enjoved Tarl: very
fmch but have no corment to make on it! but that is just about the
situation. I alwavs enjoy Dannerzines »ut I hove onlw one comrient on
Lark this time, it is too durn small. Don't safiate on us Bill, fana .
just wouldn't be cuite the same without you. Thanks for the copy of
the Mzot Laws, I shall ‘treasurer them., If Tou ever have an excess .
Itd lilke another copy or two. Ior Iark and stefantasy much thanks. '

HOOUILIITN D - Sneary

Vell Riclk me-lad it is a lon; time since I've scen anrthing of vou.
Glad to seo you still boil up now and then and speak vour 'ind. e '
oldsters in fandom have to set in the discussion every nowv and than.
I Cot a Lick out of -our idecas For a constitutional rlonarchy in the US ]
and I did not talke it seriously. Americans are sorievhot impressed by .
Toreisn roralty but would never 5o Lfor that stuff themselves., The
real basis of msonarchy is that the ruler, the king is somebody nrettw ,
snpecial and better than the seneral run of foll: while few if any of our
rfellow Americans will admit that anyone is in any way better than thevw

arc.

Your plea for tolerance for the lios-owitzs is in ~ood s»irit and
novdody can deny that if we all were riore ltindly and less sharmly crit-
ical we would geot along “etter. I have not seen any of the :waterial :
vhich has nrecipltated the series of hastles as I get no lloslzowitz ‘
zines 50 nmy remarks are renersl and ray not be avplicable to the case
in point, but then arain there is this to consider vhieh mavy be quite '
pertinent, Usually peonle do not react with unusual visor acsainst anw T
one unless the one in question has offended with rore than noral
eunery. I am just back Trou the Jeason where I had several chanccs to
speal: to Sam a.:d Chris. DJotl are of course intelligent aud can “e very
pleasant to visit with., I also had a chance to see both of them exhib-
1ting the less pleasant side of their natures in open discussion and if
they write like they spolte then it is no surprise that there is violent :
cxception taken to it. San has been around fandom Tor a ver— lons time
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and he presunes on this basis too much. Ile is not thoe ogly old fan
around by any means. I liked him a2t the con and found Min vgrg pl??s'
and to talk with Hut he cxpects everyone to have holy resneet for his
sacred opinion on matters nertaining to fondoit. Ile ecan instantly and
vithout provocation or excuse get inexcusably rude and boorish if a
contrary oninion is voiced. Ilis judzernent is not that ~ood nor irmor-
tant and he is not nearlw as Dig and important as he 1iles to thinkt
ninselfs I will not ~et involved in the fan history souabhle since T
arm not ag Tullw informed on it as I wvould lize to "me but when a fan on
a panel (Bill Zvans) nales a nerfectly lesitinate statement of oninion
and Sarm, vho was not on btho panel and had no business bursting into
the discussion in that manner, leans to his Teet and in stentorian
tones lilze lloses handing down the vord of Cod says that is ridiculous
and anyone vho belives it is a darm fool he is behaving in a “wnner
pronerlyv apt to rather vigorous repercussions., It was the bchavior of
cither an egotistical fool vho “tnovs better »ut doecsn't care or an
ignorant one who mows no hetter, There was a darm Tool there all
richt, he was on his feet velling and his name is Sar. Sam nroclained
he was the rock of Cibraltar of fandon and would wateh all of the rest
or us fan drips wash avay. dectually Riek you are rmeh nore correct
than Saim, he is an old fan vho hasn't been able or hasn't Dothered to
keecn up and is being left behind and so he thinks evciyone else ig
left bchind., They are all out of step but Bau. e is monolithic all
right, I'11 concede that mch.

HCOITUILLDS - lioffatt o nsuedoshadowzine riding picoback

I will talze issue with Otine and vith —wou for a rowment Yon, T too
10 not think the scisice Fiction author is necessarils trving to nre-
dict ©the »resuned course of the future., IIc nay be doin~ so Hutb DT no
~eais necessarilv,  Ileinlein in some of his Tuture “istory stories is
oredlcting a possgible fubture Hut I don't thin's Bod would ove- Pin hine
sclf down far¥her Than that. Hany authors arc nerely tellins a storw
vith no intention of oronhecy, O course definitions of science fichion
et involved in this and it could e cndless, T lilte Bob deinleins
standard about the bDest, Lo bYe stf vou shonld violate no nroven or
senerally accented scicntific 'Tocthd but mav take great liberty with
theory. You start b surnising thuslv; It is helived Hut not cecrtainly
known that this is thus and S0, If it is no so hut should nrove to be
thus then vhat can e losically exsect. This is not nrovheer, in faect
tae author wuav not believe his coclzeyed theory he is just malking a cood
story around if. ‘Then I scec arry Stine again I'11 try to rercuber to
show him vour article, I think he vould enjoy it. Ile lives here in
Denver wou Xmov,.

CLLIPIAIS - Zvans
Celenlhiais mmen cinjoved os alwvars Bill, Thanl:s Tor ~rour continued
tindness and thov-hitfulness, T “reatly enjo-ed neeting vou at the con
and only re-ret thalt we couldn't et aside ror a Tew s0lid hours of
concentrated ras-chow which I would nave mch enjoved, but thore vas +oo
mieh -0in’ on and %oo ANy peovle to mect and becore acquainted with,
Jhen I ocan cet squared avay and lool: over vhot T hav- I will talze od.-
vantaze of wour '-ind ofTer and scind vou sone want lists., Sce Tou in
Chic:iz07 e ghould hove teaned un acainst Caughran .and Paviat and
vou at the 3jo, tho I admit it is an unsatisfactor:s bHusiness, wio vould

have it vhen. An~hov, a nicer Juy than Poavlat couldnt have gotten it,
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Ti00 RALIDLINVG PAP - Cal':ias

Geee, Three ramdling fans this mailing - thait 1s vhat I eall a
bonanza. I am nov aking a scrious cffort to cut dovm vhat »Hromises
to be a ruinouslT large issuve already so will cut my courlents short

hercalfter tho it cuts e to the quick to nass un soue vonderfun corrient

material. The Ileinlcin and Bloch bibliorraphies were especially annre-
[ -

ciated. .ven better is the usual Calkins chatter in the other R.I.
I did not see Redd's Open Jeagon on ilonsters but jud-ing by the cosments

I have read on it, particularly vours aud Dvans! Dedd must have chancsed .
a. j0od deal since rv former term in Fana, and not I thin: Tor the Teth
ter, at least from the Fapish poéint of view, .

VATDY « Coulsons

Aha, someone clse has spotted the deliztful nosgsibdilities in the
nocky the Flving Jquirrel shov. The show is worth vratehing if Tor n0-
ching else than the n:xt installilent title nuns. Jone of cm ar- real
rone,

If vou nsver write another word in Fana DBuck (which Allah -rant
does not haneir to us) ou would have earned ~our nitehe in fanals
hallowed halls for vour wonderiul sccond narasraph ol the commiecuits to
Nich Drowm on his Almanac. That is without a doudbt the finest, most
lueld and sancst evaluation of the coicont of nornosranhy T have ever :
scen. I salute vou,

AlTI{US - Peolz d

I an not attempting anr comments on Anlrus Druce, not because I did
not enjoy it bHecause I did enjoy it very riuch but the time snent on
ay convention memoirs and subsequently a nastvy case of Flu have put me
behind the eight-ball timewise. I much enjoved mecting  vou and the
rest of the Man Hillton ~anr at the Jcacon Bruce, sive them all nv
heartiest sreetings. The £ilk sin-~in. will ever live in memory, I
vill write you soon about cetting some of those wonderful songs cn tane.

STIATTTASY - Danner

Another fine issuve, but 'hat else docs oue exnect of a Dannerzine®
fho T dcplore Iir. I'ravn's attitude toward the anisals vho share this
planet with us I heartily asrec with his views on the satellites and J
thelr compeoneuts adrift in s»mace. The nlan to launch a satellite
Tilled with small 1et-1 ncedles Fills me with dismav, iore funk and
already observing is setting commlicated. If we sver have routie
spacc travel I foar all space will look li'te our nabtional narks, lit-
tored with kleenex, cun wrasmers, onanse peclings and cven loss esthe-
tic objcets, including ~our Jetor Delrorte's satellite sarconhari,

Due to urcent time limitations T will cut these coments at this
noint, nrobabl-r nobody trould iiss then in any case mut I want to sa-r
to Pecte Grahon and Terry Carr thanlts for LICHIICULE fellows, I en oved
it and an sorrr I can't commzent this time; to Jim Caushran ranv thanls
Tor A PROPOS D2 I I cnjoyed it ond enjoyed meeting vou at secattle;

and to 3ill Donaho and Dave Rilre thanks Tor LIIO, I enfoved it as :
alwvays and was honine to sce Tou, Bill, at Seattle., Iliavbe hetter luck

at Chlcaro. ‘
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quick readings will mmconhtadly show but there was no tine to do it any
other wav. As I have said hefore I haven't time to writ e and re-
vrite mr stulf, if I did that it would never 2ke it. To those of rou
o abhor convenbion reports b¥ neos just skin over mr report. I an
no neo b monyv vears but this was ay Jirst con and I Tear I was rrther
neive ot least councerning cons and my attitude toward the Scacon was
and still is sorta gosh-vow. I hod a nerfectly wonderful time, met

a lot of vorv wonderful people and resolved to o ©o Chicarzo in o2 ir
it is at 211 hwaenly possible.

I nmode no eflort to renobt the doings of the conventvion Ifromn a
reportorial viewmoint, 1y report is strictly a porsonal view ol the
doings, official and unofficial fron the enchanted viocwpoint ol an old
fan at his first con. T never had wmo nmucll Tun in nv life. IT —ou
enjoy mv nemoirs I'11 be gratified and ~lad I shared them with -ron, if
~ou don't, well wou can't nlease cveryone and I reallwT wrove then for
ay ownl sabtisfaciion.,

Jecause of the len~sth of the con renort and ruch ore Hecase of
the insidious efTects the flu hug =y ailing comrients are considerablyy
restricted this tite round. Tou want I should o droke? Thanks vo
211 ths wvonderiul peonle who sent me zines, whethor I reviewed © hem
or aclmovledsed them or not. I'1l get cought un asain oue of these
davs. Jow I still have to trw th throw a few 1wiling cormients on Oma
torether with this afores2id con report ond try to get it to Druce
Duriy in time for the Omma deadline., Right now tho, I am ~ding b ack
to The [vo Towers. I loft Gandalf and Co. 2t Ilclm's Deep Mdesiered Dy
Orcs ond have to ret MHaek to the hattle. I wonder whiiat is hanpening
to Frodo? The Tord of the Nings is the ost exciting and absorbing
fentasy I hove come across in many a long :loon. fell, hocli to the
battle, I will see wou 2all in february. DBy then I 11y have a couple
of Orc hcads Tor ny mantle pniece. ‘




